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1. Freak the Mighty Introduction 
 

Grab your suit of armor—it's time to get your quest on. We're diving head first into Freak the Mighty, 

and this book has it all: robots, damsels in distress, love, death, murder, pain, and even silly wordplay.  

Mostly, though it's about two teenage boys with some serious imaginations. 

The author, Rodman Philbrick, knew he wanted to be a writer way back in the sixth grade. But it took 

him a long time to write something people actually wanted to publish. And we mean a long time—like 

10 novels worth of writing. With Freak the Mighty, he finally found the winning combination of Max 

and Kevin, an odd couple who shows us the power of friendship. 

Before hitting it big with the YA crowd, Philbrick wrote detective novels, which might explain the 

seriously spooky vibe that runs through Freak the Mighty. This might be a book for young adults, but 

it's definitely not for the faint of heart. 

Published way back in 1993, you'll notice that some of the references are a bit outdated. 

 

2. What is Freak the Mighty About and Why Should I Care? 
 

One word: friendship. 

Max and Freak both have it rough. No matter how awkward your teenage years are, you'd be hard 

pressed to have it as bad as these two do.  

But these two support each other through and through and become stronger by being together. They 

pull out the best in each other and reveal the true person underneath all that teenage awkwardness. 

Together, they're not just a nine-foot-tall, quest-loving, dragon-slaying knight—they're also just plain 

happy. 

 

3. Freak the Mighty Summary 
 

Our narrator introduces himself by telling us he was once nicknamed "kicker." See, when he was little, 

he would kick all the other kids in daycare. Not the most promising introduction. But it turns out 

"kicker" is really just a big softy. He outgrows the kicking phase, and now everyone just calls him Max.  

Here's what you need to know about Max: he's huge and he lives with his grandparents. By the time 

he is in 8th grade, he is the size of a grown man. His size and a few other details make him sort of an 

outcast, but he soon befriends fellow outcast Kevin, who Max lovingly calls "Freak." Freak is tiny (foil 

alert?) and insanely smart.  

These two boys could not be more different, but they quickly become close friends. That's right: 

opposites attract. Freak tries to teach Max about robotics and history, and Max just sort of smiles and 

nods like he understands. Freak also tells Max that he is going to become the first human/robot 

hybrid. (A) That's awesome. (B) That means Freak is going to have an operation that will make him 

stronger so he won't be sick anymore. But it's a really big secret, so Max can't tell anyone. 

http://www.rodmanphilbrick.com/
https://www.shmoop.com/literature-glossary/foil.html


After hanging out for a while, this dynamic duo forms "Freak the Mighty," which is basically Freak 

sitting on Max's shoulders. Together, these two are unstoppable; after all, it is Freak's huge brain on 

Max's huge body.  

The boys go on a bunch of adventures and quests together, one of which involves returning a 

woman's stolen purse. Seems like a nice thing to do, but it all goes horribly wrong. It turns out that the 

woman, Loretta Lee, isn't so much a damsel in distress as a woman who causes distress. And don't 

get us started on her boyfriend Iggy, who knows Max's dad.  

Oh, and did we mention that Max's dad is currently in prison for killing Max's mom? Yikes. This 

horribly violent act has earned him the nickname Killer Kane. When Max and Freak finally get away 

from the adventure-gone-wrong, Max doesn't want to talk about his dad. All Max wants is to forget it 

ever happened.  

Not so fast. Killer Kane ends up being paroled, and he kidnaps Max on Christmas Eve. Luckily, Freak 

works with the cops to find Max and rescue him. After he's safe and sound, things settle down a bit, 

and Max even starts doing better in school.  

But don't get too excited. 

When summer comes around, it's time for Freak's birthday. He gets a computer from his mom with 

some fancy newfangled invention called a modem that lets him dial up to the school computer. (Yep, 

this is what the Internet used to sound like.) What's with all the new technology? It's so Freak can go 

to school from home. Hmmm. Max doesn't understand why Freak wouldn't be able to go to school; 

and when he asks, everyone gets really quiet. Before Max can get any answers, Freak has a seizure 

and is rushed to the hospital. 

At the hospital, Freak gives Max a blank book and tells him to fill it with their adventures. He explains 

that he is getting his new robotic body and he won't have time to write their adventures; he'll be too 

busy learning how to walk with long legs. Max agrees, but he's hesitant. After all, he's not the smart 

one—Freak is. 

The next day, Max goes to visit the hospital, but learns that Freak died during the night. Max goes 

nuts, kicking people and punching glass windows. Finally, after he is subdued by security, Freak's 

doctor explains that there never was a secret operation. Freak made it up to have something to hope 

for. 

Max spends the next year alone and majorly depressed. Then one day, he takes out the blank book 

Freak gave him, and he starts writing. He writes for a long time. And when he's finished, he has 

written a book called Freak the Mighty. 
 

 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gsNaR6FRuO0
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Chapter 1 

The Unvanquished Truth 

o We are introduced to our narrator Max, and boy is he a handful.  

o Back in the day, when he was in daycare, his nickname was "kicker." Why? Well, it turns out he 

had—and still has—"a way of saying things with my fists and my feet" (1.1). 

o Max currently lives with his grandparents, who he calls Gram and Grim. When he was younger, they 

tried to put him in daycare to "improve his temper" (1.3). But instead, he invented a bunch of new 

games, all of which involved kicking other kids and sometimes teachers. Oops. 

o It was in daycare where he first met Freak, a "fierce" boy who Max never got around to kicking. 

Sounds like the making of a beautiful friendship. 

o Max was seriously jealous of Freak's crutches and the braces on his legs because they made Freak 

seem like a robot.  

o One day, Freak disappeared from daycare and Max didn't see him again until 3rd grade. Even then, 

he only saw him from the window of what he calls a "cripple van" (1.9).  

o Yeah, Max isn't exactly the most politically correct narrator. 

o But it turns out Max has his own problems. One day, he overhears his grandparents talking about 

how much Max looks like "him."  

o They're talking about Max's father, but they won't say his name. Dun dun dun. 

Chapter 2 

Up From the Down Under 

o This summer starts like every other summer Max has ever known: super boring. 

o He lives in the basement of his grandparents' house, which he likes because it gives him some 

privacy. 

o He can tell his grandparents are really worried about him and think he is at a "dangerous age" (2.2), 

but mostly Max just hangs out in the basement reading comics. 

o One day, Max is hanging out in the dirt patch he calls a backyard when he sees a moving van down 

the street. Exciting! 

o He spots a really pretty woman who looks sort of familiar, and then… he sees Freak.  

o Freak is super small for his age: "he's got a normal sized head, but the rest of him is shorter than a 

yard stick and kind of twisted in a way that means he can't stand up" (2.10). 

o But this doesn't stop Freak from strutting around on his crutches ordering all the moving guys around. 

o Freak is in the middle of shouting orders when he sees Max. He demands that Max identify himself or 

suffer the consequences. 

o Max thinks Freak (whose real name is Kevin, by the way) is being serious, so he sort of panics and 

does what any mature 13-year-old would do—he runs away.  

 

https://www.shmoop.com/harry-potter-sorcerers-stone/voldemort.html


Chapter 3 

American Flyer 

o Max is back in the safety of his basement, which he calls the "down under," but he's a little 

embarrassed that he was so scared by a little "midget kid" (3.1). 

o He decides to go back upstairs and stop being a baby. From his backyard, he can see Freak waving 

his crutch at a tree. 

o Max watches as Freak throws his crutches down and crawls inside the house. Freak comes back with 

a wagon, climbs inside it, and tries whacking the tree again. Curious. 

o By now, Max has figured out that there must be something stuck in the tree. He tries to sneak over to 

the tree, but since he's recently hit puberty, he's still feeling really awkward in his body. Translation: 

he's loud and clumsy. 

o Freak hears him, and it seems like he is going to hit Max with his crutch. But before he can, Max 

grabs the plastic bird that was stuck in the tree and gives it to Freak. 

o They spend the rest of the afternoon playing with the "ornithopter" as Freak calls it.  

o Max notices that Freak doesn't talk in a way he's used to. When the ornithopter finally breaks, Freak 

says: "All mechanical objects require periodic maintenance. We'll schedule installation of a new 

propulsion unit as soon as Fair Gwen gets a replacement" (3.17). 

o Huh? Yeah, Max doesn't really understand, but agrees anyway: "Cool" (3.18). 

o Freak wants to see where Max lives, so Max grabs the handle to his wagon and tows him over. 

Chapter 4 

What Frightened the Fair Gwen 

o In the down under, Freak explains that he calls his mom "The Fair Gwen" because of the tale of King 

Arthur.  

o As he tells Max the story, Max realizes that Freak is really smart. Actually, he's more than just really 

smart. He's a genius.  

o Freak talks about knights and quests and explains that knights were the first robots. And when Max 

says he didn't think robots were real, Freak goes on a rant about robotics and the science of 

engineering.  

o Freak also tells Max how important it is to read. Max doesn't want to have to tell Freak that he's an LD 

(learning disabled), so he just keeps his mouth shut. 

o All the conversation is interrupted by the sound of The Fair Gwen calling for Freak. Oh, except she 

calls him Kevin, obvs. Only Max seems to refer to him as Freak. 

o When they come out of the door to the down under, Gwen sees Max first and seems terrified. She 

grabs Freak and the wagon and practically runs home. 

 

 

https://www.shmoop.com/morte-d-arthur/
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Chapter 5 

Spitting Image 

o The look the Fair Gwen gave Max stays with him. He lays in the dark and just can't get her face out of 

his mind. 

o Gram knocks on the door and asks if she can talk to him about a phone call from Gwen. 

o Max's heart sinks. He figures she called to warn Grim and Gram about "a great hulking beast" in their 

basement (5.7). Poor Max. 

o But it turns out Gwen was calling to apologize. She hadn't expected Max to be so big, and she's 

worried that she offended Max with her reaction. Yeah, running away from someone as fast as you 

can tends to have that effect. 

o It turns out that Gwen was a friend of Max's mother, and now she wants to invite Max over for dinner. 

Max isn't too thrilled about this prospect, but Gran convinces him to go. She tells Max that he wasn't 

the one who scared Gwen, but stops short of saying who it was. Hmmm. Very mysterious… 

o When Max goes over to dinner, it's not so bad. Gwen explains how she and his mother were friends 

until his mom married "that man."  

o Seems like no one really wants to talk about Max's dad. 

o She says she's sorry for how she reacted. Freak spills the beans and tells him it's because Max is the 

spitting image of his father. 

o Aha. 

o It turns out Max's father is in prison. No one talks about it, even though everyone knows why he's 

there. Unfortunately for Max, not only is he big for his age, but he also looks exactly like his dad. 

Which explains why people tend to run the other way when he's around. 

o After the awkwardness about Max's dad, they all end up having a really great dinner.  

o When Max gets home, he lies down on his bed and starts crying—happy crying. That's a feeling he's 

not used to. 

Chapter 6 

Close Encounter of the Turd Kind 

o It's the Fourth of July, and Max and Freak get to go to the fireworks without any adult supervision. 

Fancy. 

o Gram is worried people are going to step on Freak because he's so little, but it turns out the real 

trouble comes from the "beer swillers" (6.6). Also known as Tony D and his gang. 

o Tony D, who everyone calls Blade, stops Max and Freak on their way to the fireworks. The best way 

to deal with this guy is to avoid him in the first place, so Max and Freak are definitely in trouble. 

o He starts asking if they have any fireworks, but Freak just keeps walking and tells Max to "avoid the 

cretin" (6.15). 



o Tony steps in front of Freak and asks him what he called him. Freak just looks right up into his face 

and says, "Cretin. C-R-E-T-I-N. Defined as one who suffers from a mental deficiency" (6.17). This kid 

has some serious nerve. 

o Max just can't help himself, and he starts laughing. Big mistake.  

o Repeat: big mistake. 

o Blade eyes Max up and down, as if he's deciding whether to fight him or simply kill him. 

o Thankfully, Max hears a siren, and a cop car pulls up. Blade takes off running. 

o Freak asks Max if he thinks he could have taken him, and Max answers with a big fat no. You don't 

just fight Blade; you have to fight his gang, too.  

o Freak starts laughing so hard he falls down. Max picks him up and can't believe how light he is. 

o Later, when they're watching the fireworks and Freak can't see, Max picks him up and puts him on his 

shoulders. Aw. 

o Freak is happy to be able to see and he names each of the chemicals and elements that create the 

colors in the fireworks.  

o This kid is seriously brilliant. 

Chapter 7 

Walking High Above the World 

o After the fireworks, Max and Freak—still securely on Max's shoulders—head to the food carts. 

o Freak is enjoying his new perspective when he sees Blade and his gang. He tells Max to go left, but 

Max gets confused because he's so worried. Freak's solution? He kicks him and starts to steer him 

like you would a horse.  

o Max doesn't care—he just wants to avoid Blade. 

o No luck. They end up cornered by some of his gang.  

o Suddenly, Freak kicks Max's right shoulder and Max starts running. Yep, big Max is being steered by 

tiny Freak. 

o It turns out Freak's brilliant plan is to run straight for the nasty pond where the fireworks were 

launched from. Max resists going in, but the sound of Blade's knife convinces him, and in he plunges. 

o Max keeps going till he is up to his chest in water, and Freak finally stops him. 

o They turn and see that Blade can't follow without getting sucked into the mud, so Blade and his gang 

start gathering rocks. 

o Max can feel his legs sinking deeper and deeper into the mud. He's stuck like a fence post—which, 

incidentally, makes an excellent target. 

o Blade and his gang start throwing rocks at the dynamic duo. 

o Freak starts whistling loudly—like super loudly. So much so that it actually hurts Max's ears. And then, 

sure enough, the police show up. 

o Blade and his gang scatter as the cops shine a light on the pond to see what the noise is all about. 

o The cops pull Max and Freak out with ropes. 



o As they're taking their information, one of the cops looks at Max and recognizes him: "Hey, isn't that 

Kenny Kane's boy? Must be. Old Killer Kane, is he still inside?" (7.43).  

o Not exactly the nicest thing to say to a kid you just pulled from a freezing lake, but Freak intervenes. 

He tells them: "We're Freak the Mighty, that's who we are" (7.44). 

o And so Freak the Mighty is born. 

Chapter 8 

Dinosaur Brain 

o Max is worried he's going to get in trouble for running into the pond, but everyone thinks that he 

saved Freak; so instead, he's treated like a hero. 

o When he gets home and the police explain what happened, Gram gives Max a big bowl of ice cream. 

And Grim, who Max hasn't exactly gotten along with in the past, says what the boy needs is a cup of 

coffee. 

o Everything's coming up Max. 

o Max doesn't see what the big deal is, but he asks if he can have some sugar. Grim just beams at him 

and says, "Of course you can, son" (8.7). 

o Huh? 

o Gram tells Max to stay away from that "hoodlum boy," and Max dutifully replies that he will. 

o Summer turns out to not suck, which is new for Max. 

o Every day, Freak comes over and bangs on the door to the down under. He's always on the lookout 

for an adventure or a quest. 

o He continues to use words that Max has never heard, so he shows Max how to look them up in the 

dictionary. Did we mention Freak takes a dictionary with him wherever he goes? He also underlines 

the words that he's looked up. What can we say? He loves language. 

Chapter 9 

Life is Dangerous 

o Max and Freak have gotten into the habit of having Freak ride on Max's shoulders. Freak particularly 

likes it because he can mess with Max.  

o Freak decides it's time for an adventure. Translation: Freak will tell Max where to go, and Max will 

dutifully go along with it. 

o The two boys walk for miles until finally they end up at a medical research building. 

o Freak tells Max they do medical experiments in there. In fact, there's an experimental bionics unit 

that's developing a bionic robot for human modification. 

o Max has no clue what this means.  

o Freak explains that he's going to be the first bionically improved human being. 

o Still no clue. 

o Freak tells him he's going to become a human robot. 



o Aha. Now Max gets it. 

o Freak makes Max swear by blood that he will never tell anyone about this. It's top secret. 

o Max asks if it will hurt to become a robot or if it's dangerous. But Freak just tells him, "Life is 

Dangerous" (9.50). 

Chapter 10 

Rats or Worse 

o Max keeps growing and growing and growing. 

o Grim thinks it's from carrying "poor Kevin around." But Max tells him he's not that heavy. Also, he 

doesn't understand why people keep calling him "poor Kevin." Kevin is smarter than most adults he 

knows. Is there something Max doesn't know? 

o Before Max can think too much about this, Freak shows up with a Quest. He's found something in a 

storm drain nearby, and they decide to wait for the cover of darkness to go find it. 

o Meanwhile, they make their preparations. They look for soot to cover their faces, but since this isn't 

19th-century England, they have to settle for dirt. 

o They wait till 3:00AM and then sneak out, Freak all decked out in a Darth Vader costume. We mean, 

come on. What else would he wear for a quest? 

o Together, they make their way to the storm drain. Max pulls off the grate, and they fish out a woman's 

purse. Max is not impressed: "It looks like a grotty old purse" (10.71). 

o Freak explains that he saw one of Tony D's gang throw it in there. He must have stolen it. 

o They find a wallet and decide to return it to this damsel in distress. 

o Only later do they realize that this is no damsel in distress, but rather a "damsel who causes distress" 

(10.84). 

Chapter 11 

The Damsel of Distress 

o The next day, Freak is determined to return the purse and complete their quest. This requires going 

to an area of town called the New Tenements, which is super sketchy. 

o Max had promised Gram he would never go there, but Freak convinces him it's okay to break a 

promise if you are on a quest.  

o We're not so sure. 

o The boys sneak over to the New Tenements and get right up to the door of the woman who lost her 

purse. That's when Freak begins to have second thoughts. But Max figures they made it this far, so 

why not? He knocks on the door. 

o As soon as the door opens, Max realizes his mistake. The woman starts swearing at them and calls a 

"big hairy dude" over. 

o Max tries to leave, saying they have the wrong house, but Iggy, the big hairy dude, won't let them go. 

He wants to know who sent them—and he wants to know now. 



o They try to explain about the purse, but then Iggy accuses them of stealing and wants the money 

from it.  

o The woman just keeps saying how Max looks familiar. Uh oh.  

o Iggy tells them they better come inside. This is the last thing Max wants to do, but he's not about to 

argue with a big hairy dude. Would you? 

o When they get inside, Iggy starts demanding the money from the purse. Just one problem: there was 

no money in the purse. 

o Loretta, the woman who answered the door, keeps saying she knows Max from somewhere. She 

finally figures it out. Guess who she thinks he looks like? 

o Yep. Turns out Loretta and Iggy knew Max's dad, or as they call him, "Kenny Kane" a.k.a. "Killer 

Kane" (11.44). 

o Loretta is really excited to have figured it out, but Iggy just gets really quiet. He tells the boys that it's 

time to leave. 

o Loretta wants to mess with the kids some more, but Iggy says there is no way he is messing with 

Killer Kane's kid, so he shoves them out the door. 

Chapter 12 

Killer Kane, Killer Kane, Had a Kid Who Got No Brain 

o As soon as they're outside, Max runs them home as fast as he can.  

o They talk about the adventure, but neither of them mentions Killer Kane. Which is fine with Max, for 

sure. 

o After the exciting adventure to the New Tenements, summer comes to an end and it's time for school. 

Boo. 

o It all starts with the required embarrassing shopping trip to the mall with Gram, complete with 

comments about how big Max is from all the store clerks. Fun, right? 

o When school starts, Max is placed in all of Freak's classes, even though they're accelerated classes 

and Max barely passed his classes the year before. Apparently everyone thinks it will be good for the 

two of them. 

o In their first class, the teacher asks Max to say something about his summer. He doesn't move. 

Talking in front of class is not something he is going to do.  

o When one of the kids says, "Forget it, Mrs. Donelli, his brain is in his tail" (12.33), chaos breaks out in 

class. The kids just start shouting at him and calling him names.  

o The teacher has completely lost control of the classroom, and only one man can save them… Freak 

to the rescue! 

o He climbs up on one of the desks and shouts: "Order in the court!" It works. 

o When Mrs. Donelli asks if he is Kevin, he tells her, "Sometimes I am" (12.42). But sometimes he is 

more than Kevin. He climbs on Max's shoulders and yells that sometimes they are Freak the Mighty. 

o All the kids in class start chanting Freak the Mighty. Freak the Mighty! 

o Long story short… Max and Freak end up in the principal's office. 



o Oops. 

o But Freak sweet talks the principal and they end up staying out of trouble. After all, they are Freak the 

Mighty. 

Chapter 13 

American Chop Suey 

o Max keeps taking classes with Freak, and to Max's surprise, he's actually learning stuff. For some 

reason, it makes sense when Freak explains it to him. 

o Max's main problem is that he hates speaking in front of class—a lot. In fact, he just flat out won't do it. 

o Otherwise, things are pretty good. But then Friday the 13th comes around, and you know something 

bad is going to happen. 

o Max gets a note in homeroom telling him he needs to go to the principal's office. Max is worried that 

he's about to be sent back to the learning disabled class. 

o Turns out it's worse. It's about his father. Yep, Mr. He-Who-Must-Not-Be-Named. 

o Max's father is up for parole and has a request for Max.  

o Max doesn't want to hear anything about it, so he flips out. We are talking a serious tantrum. And 

when you're as big as Max, this can be really dangerous. 

o The principal has to call in the nurse, and they finally get Max calmed down. They tell him to forget 

about it. Probably a good call. 

o But wait. If you think this is the bad thing that happens on Friday the 13th, think again. This is only the 

beginning. 

o When Max meets back up with Freak, Freak is in the cafeteria eating chop suey. 

o Max goes to get him a second helping, and when he comes back, Freak has changed color and can't 

breathe.  

o This isn't good. 

o The nurse comes over and sticks something plastic down his throat to help him breathe. Freak starts 

to look better, but Max is seriously upset. 

o An ambulance comes to take Freak to the hospital, but Max has to stay at school. All he does the rest 

of the day is worry about his bud. 

Chapter 14 

Cross My Heart and Hope to Die 

o Max stays home the next day from school to wait for Freak to get home from the hospital. These guys 

are definitely besties. 

o Freak tells him everything will be okay once he gets his robotic upgrades. 

o At this point, it seems like everything is going to be fine, so obviously something really bad is about to 

happen.  

o And it does. At Christmas time.  



o Ugh. 

o Max is in the down under trying unsuccessfully to wrap some Christmas presents when he hears 

Grim and Gram fighting. That's something he never hears. 

o It turns out they're fighting because Grim wants to get a gun. Max's dad—good ol' Killer Kane—has 

been released on parole. 

o Luckily, Grim took out a restraining order. But do you really think that's going to stop someone whose 

nickname is Killer Kane? Yeah, we don't either. 

Chapter 15 

What Came Down the Chimney 

o It's Christmas Eve, and everyone is a bit nervous. Probably has something to do with Killer Kane on 

the loose. 

o Freak and Gwen come over for dinner, and aside from being a bit spooked, everyone is actually 

having a pretty good time. 

o Grim tells stories about when he was a kid. You know, the "back in my day" type: "My father couldn't 

afford coal, so he'd write the word 'coal' on a piece of paper and put it in our stockings" (15.13). Hey-o. 

o After a few more far-fetched stories, everyone gets to open one present. 

o Grim opens a sweater from Gram. Then Gram gets a bracelet from Max. Max gives Freak a Swiss 

army knife, and we are left to imagine all the things Freak will be able to invent with it. Gram gives 

Gwen a scarf, and finally Max gets to open his present. 

o He decides to open the one from Freak. Not only does he get a present, but Freak has also rigged up 

this crazy contraption of a box before Max can even get to the goods. 

o Once he opens it, he sees that Freak has made a personalized dictionary of all his favorite words. It 

has words and definitions like, "AARDVARK, a silly-looking creature that eats ants" (15.35).  

o Max absolutely loves it. Duh. 

o Everyone goes to bed happy, but Max can't help having some weird dreams. When he wakes up, he 

hears someone breathing, and feels a very strong hand holding him down.  

o He hears a voice say, "I came back […] like I promised" (15.49). Yikes. 

Chapter 16 

A Chip Off the Old Block 

o We're sure you clever Shmoopers have guessed by now, but the strong hand belongs to Max's dad, 

Killer Kane. 

o He tells Max he's here to take him away from the old geezers who stuck Max in the basement. That 

everything is going to change now. 

o While Killer Kane is explaining that he never killed anyone and it's all just a big lie, Max starts getting 

dressed. 

o The weird thing is that Max isn't surprised. He always knew this would happen eventually. 



o Together, they sneak out of the house and Killer Kane takes them to Iggy and Loretta's. 

o On the way, he keeps saying that it's a crime that they've been deprived of so many years together, 

and how horrible all these people are.  

o Max is just thinking of knights and quests and how no one can beat Killer Kane—not even Lancelot 

himself. 

o At Iggy's, it's clear that Iggy is really nervous and Loretta is a little drunk. They're both scared of Max's 

dad, who despite his claims of innocence, is acting like a big jerk. 

Chapter 17 

By All That's Holy 

o Iggy takes Max and his dad to an empty house. The woman who lives there is gone for the holidays, 

so Kane decides he and Max can lay low there for a while. 

o While Kane is looking around, Iggy takes off, and Max is left alone with his dad. 

o Killer Kane sits Max down and tells him they need to get a few things straight. First, no more acting 

dumb, because "no kin of mine is a retard" (17.18). This guy is a class act all the way. 

o Then, just to prove what a jerk he is, he ties up Max so he can't escape while he is sleeping. 

o Max tries to get some sleep, but yeah, good luck doing that while sitting up with your hands and feet 

bound up.  

o Then Kane wakes him up because he wants to have another man-to-man chat.  

o He asks if Max got any of the presents or letters he's been sending him over the years. Max tells him 

no, and Kane says it's because those old geezers hate him. Do you really think this guy remembered 

to send letters and presents?  

o We're a bit skeptical, too. 

o He tells Max it's because of his huge appearance that people are scared of him and judge him. Did 

we mention how big this guy is? Cause he's huge. 

o As he's telling Max his sad tale, Kane starts crying and saying how cruel people can be. 

o Max sees the tears, but thinks to himself that "there's no crying in his voice" (17.40). This kid is 

certainly more observant than people give him credit for. 

o Kane pulls out a Bible and swears that he didn't murder Max's mom; he was framed. 

o Then he lies down and falls back to sleep, leaving Max alone in the dark. 

Chapter 18 

Never Trust a Cripple 

o Max waits all night for something to happen, and finally, in the early morning, he hears a noise. And… 

o … it just turns out to be Loretta with a pizza box. 

o Kane wants to talk to Iggy, but he's still sleeping, so he unties Max and they have some breakfast. He 

tells Max he's got a plan for how they can live like kings. 



o This "plan" turns out to be conning religious people out of their money. Kane says it's not stealing if 

they give it willingly.  

o Hmmm. 

o He also adds that no one will miss Max because his grandparents don't care about him. Um, not cool. 

o Just then, they see police lights flashing outside. Talk about timing. 

o Kane shoves Max to the floor and they wait for the lights to pass. 

o Iggy comes in and tells them the cops were looking for Max. 

o Kane turns on Iggy and says he must have ratted them out, but it turns out it was Freak who sent the 

cops there. 

Chapter 19 

Into the Black Down Under 

o Max and Kane have to leave the old lady's house and move to a burned-out old building nearby. Not 

super comfy. 

o They head into the basement, while Iggy finds Kane some transportation and a firearm.  

o Kane ties Max back up and shoves a piece of cloth in his mouth so he can't shout. Things are 

certainly starting to escalate. 

o Max is sitting there alone in the dark when he hears a noise on the steps. It's Loretta again, but this 

time there's no pizza. 

o She says it isn't right for a man to tie up his own kid, and she starts to untie the knots. She tells Max 

that Iggy is trying to keep him busy so she can get Max out of there. 

o She finally gets him free when she starts making a weird noise. 

o Max sees his father's hands around her throat, and "he's squeezing her dead" (19.41).  

o Whoa. 

Chapter 20 

Freak the Mighty Strikes Again 

o Max tries to stop Killer Kane, but the man is a beast and nothing can stop him. So he starts pleading: 

"Stop! I see you! Daddy, please please stop, you're killing her!" (20.2).  

o Killer Kane just pushes him away. 

o Max throws himself between the two of them and starts screaming about how he saw Kane kill his 

mom.  

o He saw the whole thing. He knows he did it. 

o Max starts seeing the whole thing all over again. He is four years old and Kane is strangling his 

mother while Max is banging his little fists trying to make him stop. 

o Finally, Kane understands what Max is saying and drops Loretta.  

o Max just looks at him and repeats: "I saw you kill my mother" (20.10). 



o Kane starts moving toward him, telling him it's just the poison his grandparents put in his brain. They 

brainwashed him. 

o Max continues yelling, telling him what he was wearing and replaying the events detail by detail. He 

says he's glad they put him away. 

o Killer Kane grabs Max by the neck and starts squeezing. Max starts to black out when he hears a 

voice shout: "Put your hands up, villain!" (20.23). 

o Think it's the police? Think again. It's Freak to the rescue. 

o How is Freak, a tiny little child, going to defeat the evil giant that is Killer Kane? With his brain, that's 

how. 

o Freak has a squirt gun filled with sulfuric acid. And he tells Kane if he doesn't let Max and Loretta go, 

he will squirt him in the face.  

o Kane makes a move, and Freak fires directly into his eyes. 

o Max runs for Freak and starts heading up the stairs. The steps are breaking under Max's weight, but 

he keeps going up. Kane grabs Max's leg but he kicks free and they're finally out in daylight 

surrounded by police. 

o Freak starts laughing to himself about vinegar and curry powder, while the cops load Killer Kane into 

a police car. 

o It turns out Loretta is okay too—just bruised.  

Chapter 21 

The Accident of Nature 

o Everyone heads over to the police station since there's still a big mess to clean up. 

o Max has to tell the story over and over and over again. Blah. 

o When he gets home, Gram won't let him stay in the basement anymore, so he sleeps upstairs. 

o Even though he saved the day, Freak gets in trouble. Gwen tells him he's supposed to be extra 

careful.  

o Freak now goes to the doctor every few months, and Max thinks he shouldn't have to go to school 

when Freak is in the hospital—after all, they're a team. Gram doesn't buy it. 

o When they get back to school after Christmas break, everyone treats them differently because they 

got their picture in the paper. 

o Killer Kane ends up pleading guilty and has to serve out the rest of his sentence plus 10 years. 

o Max still can't find peace about it. Grim tells him that Kane was an accident of nature, and that Max is 

nothing like him. He may have gotten his dad's looks but he has his mother's heart. 

Chapter 22 

Remembering Is Just an Invention of the Mind 

o It's springtime, and things seem to have wrapped themselves up nicely. The boys are out of school 

and high on life. 



o Freak is explaining to Max how memory is just an invention; you can actually remember anything, 

whether it happened or not. 

o Max does what he always does when he doesn't know what Freak is talking about—he keeps his 

mouth shut. 

o Soon, it is Freak's birthday. But Freak wants a duel celebration because Freak the Mighty is turning 

one year old. 

o Freak wants a real helicopter for his birthday. Teenagers don't play with toys. 

o Instead, he gets a computer with a modem so he can connect to this newfangled thing called "The 

Internet." Maybe you've heard of it? (At the time, it was cutting edge.) 

o Freak doesn't really eat much at his birthday party, but Max figures he's just excited about gifts. 

o Max helps do dishes while Freak plays with his new computer. Then he hears Grim shout from the 

living room. 

o When he rushes into the room, Freak is having a seizure. 

o They call an ambulance, and Max runs outside to wave it down. 

Chapter 23 

The Empty Book 

o Max isn't allowed to visit Freak right away, and it drives him crazy. He feels useless, so he walks to 

the hospital and just sits outside with Freak's ornithopter bird from when they first met. 

o While Max is wandering around the hospital, he runs into Gwen, who gives him a big hug. 

o She takes him inside so he can visit Freak, but Max isn't prepared for what he sees: Freak is all 

hooked up with tubes and wires. 

o But Freak is still Freak, and he shows Max how he can play the Star Trek theme with his tracheotomy 

tube. 

o Max wants to know when he can come home, but Freak tells him he won't be coming home in his 

present condition. He's finally getting his new bionic body, and the next time Max sees him, he will be 

new and improved. 

o Max says he's scared, but Freak changes the subject and tells Max he has a gift for him.  

o He gives Max a book that looks just like the dictionary he got for Christmas—but it's blank. Freak 

wants Max to fill it with their adventures. He says he will be too busy adjusting to his new bionic body 

so Max will have to do it. 

o Then Freak starts a coughing fit, and the doctors come in and tell Max to wait outside while they 

stabilize him. 

Chapter 24 

The Return of Kicker 

o The next day, Max decides to sneak out early and see Freak. He figures he'll just check in and be 

back by breakfast.  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hdjL8WXjlGI


o But things don't go quite as planned. 

o When Max gets to the hospital, he heads straight for the ICU. He asks if Kevin (a.k.a. Freak) is back 

from his operation yet. 

o The nurse just gets quiet and pages Freak's doctor.  

o Max begins to notice how all the nurses are crying and looking at him, and, to use his words, he goes 

nuts. 

o He starts running through the hospital saying, "No way! No way!" (24.18) 

o Security tries to grab him, but he just starts kicking and kicking. They put handcuffs on him and try to 

subdue him. This is how Freak's doctor, Dr. Spivak, finds him. 

o Max yells at her about how Freak trusted her to give him a new body. 

o She makes the cops let him go and asks him to tell her what he means. He explains about Freak's 

bionic operation and the medical tests. 

o She explains that Freak knew from a very young age that he wasn't going to live very long. And he 

must have invented the idea of robot body to have something to hope for. 

o Security releases Max into Grim's custody, and he asks Max if he wants to talk about it. 

o But Max just wants to be left alone. 

Chapter 25 

What Loretta Said 

o After Freak's death, Max hides in the basement, missing the funeral. His grandparents try to help him 

through it, but he just wants to mope by himself. 

o Then it's time for school to start again, and Max really doesn't want to go. But Grim won't have any of 

it; he says he is going, even if he has to drag him there. 

o Max hates every minute of school because everyone just looks so sorry for him. Even Tony D tries to 

be sympathetic.  

o But not to worry. Max yells back at him, and they go back to being enemies. 

o One day, Max runs into Loretta. She tells him that Gwen is out in California and has a new boyfriend. 

o She asks Max what he's doing these days, and he tells her exactly what you'd expect: nothing. She 

tells him, "Nothing is a drag, kid. Think about it" (25.16). 

o And the funny thing is, he does. Nothing his grandparents said could get through to him, but 

somehow Loretta Lee does. 

o So Max goes home and pulls out the empty book Freak gave him. He starts writing down the truth of 

his adventures with Freak.  

o And that's where we are: at the end of his writing. 

o And now that Max has written a book, he figures he might read a few, too. 

 
 
 
 



4. Freak the Mighty Themes 
 

4.1 Isolation 

At the beginning of Freak the Mighty, Max wants nothing more than to be left alone. Actually, that's 

kind of an understatement. Max knows that if you don't get close to anyone, then you can't lose 

anyone—so he stays away from everyone. And then along comes Freak, breaking Max out of the 

down under and out of his safety bubble of isolation. 

 Chew on This 

Max isn't isolating himself from the world. He's flat out hiding from it. That's right—he's scared. 

Max and his dad are similar in how they try to remove themselves from society. 

 

4.2 Appearances 

 

Did your grandmother ever tell you, "You can't judge a book by a cover"? Well, it turns out it's true; 

appearances can be deceiving. Just ask Max. Everyone thinks he's going to be exactly like his dad 

just because he happens to look like him. And how about Freak, a little guy with a huge personality. 

In Freak the Mighty, both of our main squeezes have to battle against others' perceptions of them 

based on their appearance. But these two are able to see past the outward appearance to what is 

inside: a big brain (Freak) and an even bigger heart (Max). 

Chew on This 

In Freak the Mighty, appearances are always deceiving. 

If Freak weren't so tiny and Max weren't so big, they never would have been friends. 

 

2.3 Family 

 

Everyone thinks their family is messed up—and most people are right!—but it's one thing to have 

embarrassing dinner conversations and another to have Killer Kane for a dad. In Freak the Mighty, 

we have a boatload of sweet moms, but some majorly absent (slash murderous) fathers. Family is 

supposed to be a place of safety and security, right? Well, for Max, it's the opposite. That's probably 

why, despite the fact that his grandparents love him like whoa, he won't really give them a chance. 

Chew on This 

Max should give his grandparents more of a chance. It's not their fault their son-in-law is a murderer, 

and they're just trying to help. 

Throughout the novel, Freak becomes almost like a father figure to Max. 

 

 



2.4 Friendship 

 

At the beginning of Freak the Mighty, Max lives in a friends-free zone. But Freak won't have any of it, 

and pulls Max into a friendship that totally turns his world upside down. Max starts doing better in 

school, he's more polite to his grandparents, and he spends more time out of the down under. Yeah, 

this is some seriously positive peer pressure we've got going on.  
Chew on This 

Friendship is more important than family to Max. 

Freak and Max's friendship benefits Max more than it benefits Freak. 

 

2.5 Cunning and Cleverness 

 

It'd be easy to break Freak the Mighty into a simple black and white scenario: Freak is smart and 

Max… isn't. But you Shmoopers know that things are never as simple as they seem. Even if Max 

calls himself a "butthead," there's more going on upstairs than he thinks. Over and over in Freak the 

Mighty, he proves that he's one smart dude. What's the lesson? You don't have to be Freak-ishly 

brainy to be smart. 

Chew on This 

Freak is smarter than Max. That's just the way it is. 

Freak is able to help Max in school because he understands him better than his teachers do. 

 

2.6 Memory and the Past 

 

You want to talk about the past? Freak the Mighty has it all: avoiding it, altering it, and straight up 

facing it. Max is so haunted by his memories of the past that he tries to totally block them from his 

mind. Compare this to Freak, who tries to remember everything—even things that never actually 

happened. See, Freak knows he won't get to make memories for long, so he relishes the ones he has. 

And we're pretty sure Max will do the same; he may not have Freak anymore, but he has the 

memories of all the time they spent together. 

Chew on This 

All the characters in Freak the Mighty are hiding from their past in some way. 

Max's grandparents blame Max for what happened to their daughter. 

 
 

 

 



2.7 Lies and Deceit 

 

Freak the Mighty shows lying in all its forms: lies we tell for protection, lies we tell for self-gain, and 

even lies we tell ourselves. And it's not just the bad guys who let the fibs roll. In fact, Freak tells more 

lies than almost any other character, and he might just be the most stand-up guy in the book. So what 

do you think: is it okay to lie when it's not malicious? What would Rodman Philbrick say?  

Chew on This 

Freak is the biggest liar in the book. 

Max is the only honest character in Freak the Mighty. 
 

5. Freak the Mighty Characters 

5.1 Max Kane 

What can we say about Max that he hasn't already said about himself? He calls himself a butthead,... 

5.2 Freak (Kevin) 

"The young man is a genius," Grim is saying. "And I don't use that word lightly." (15.28)Neither... 

5.3 Kenny "Killer" Kane 

Even though Killer Kane only rears his evil head for five chapters, his presence looms large over... 

5.4 The Fair Gwen 

Gwen is one of the few characters in Freak the Mighty whose outside appearance reflects who she... 

5.5 Grim and Gram 

From the beginning of Freak the Mighty, Max tries to distance himself from his grandparents: Gram... 

5.6 Iggy and Loretta Lee 

This guy is bad news. Not Killer Kane bad, definitely not someone you want to run into in a dark... 
 

6. Freak the Mighty Analysis 

6.1 Tone 

Apathetic, Surly, and Indifferent  

Max is a teenager who just wants to hide away in the down under "drooling in his comic books" (2.3) 

with "no fear of Gram sticking her head in the door" (2.1). Sure, we could chalk up the indifferent tone 

to the fact that our narrator is 13 years old.  

Max's attitude seems to be trying to force himself to not care about anything. Why? Well, when you 

care about something, you might lose it. That's what happened with his mom, and he's most certainly 

worried that it might happen again.  

https://www.shmoop.com/study-guides/literature/freak-the-mighty/max-kane
https://www.shmoop.com/study-guides/literature/freak-the-mighty/freak-kevin
https://www.shmoop.com/study-guides/literature/freak-the-mighty/kenny-killer-kane
https://www.shmoop.com/study-guides/literature/freak-the-mighty/fair-gwen
https://www.shmoop.com/study-guides/literature/freak-the-mighty/grim-gram
https://www.shmoop.com/study-guides/literature/freak-the-mighty/iggy-loretta-lee


The words Max uses to describe himself also contribute to this surly and indifferent tone. He 

repeatedly refers to himself as a "butthead" (1.14) and says that his "brain is vacant" (2.3). This kid 

has serious self-esteem issues, and it comes through in his writing. 

 

6.2 Genre 

Young Adult Literature, Coming-of-Age 

Young Adult Literature 

Freak the Mighty can definitely be enjoyed by Shmoopers of all ages. But it's got the trademark YA 

characteristics: 

(1) It's about an 8th grader—i.e., a young adult.  

(2) The language is pretty simple and probably intended for a younger audience. 

(3) The word butthead is repeated like a thousand times.  

Coming-of-Age 

Over the course of Max's 8th-grade year, he has to deal with things that would change anyone—not 

just an adolescent. Let's take a look: 

• He finally has to face the events surrounding his mother's murder. 

• His father kidnaps him. 

• His best (and only) friend dies.  

It's no wonder Max comes out the other side a totally different person. But Max's most significant 

growth revolves around how he views himself: he finally realizes that he's more than just a "butthead" 

who lives in his grandparents' basement. And maybe, just maybe, he might be smart. Just like Freak. 

 

6.3 What's Up With the Title? 

 

Wait a second. We thought this was a book about Max, not Freak. Well, Max may be writing the book, 

but he's writing it about his friendship with Freak. And together, these two form Freak the Mighty. 

Let's let Freak explain: 

Sometimes we're nine feet tall, and strong enough to walk through walls. Sometimes we fight gangs. 

Sometimes we find treasure. Sometimes we slay dragons and drink from the Holy Grail. (12.48) 

Sure, Freak the Mighty is just Freak sitting on top of Max's shoulders, but it's about much more than 

the physicality of it all. 

For Freak, Freak the Mighty is a way to explore and go on quests, to get beyond the limits of his body 

and to make a connection with Max. For Max, it's more about hiding. It's difficult to hide from the 

world when you're a kid who's the size of a grown man, but as Freak the Mighty, Max can hide in 

plain sight behind Freak's brain and enormous personality.  



When Freak dies and Max is alone again, he has to decide if he's going to stand up on his own and 

be Max the Mighty or go back to being, well, a butthead. Want to know what he chooses? Check out 

our discussion of "What's Up With the Ending?" 

 

6.4 What's Up With the Ending? 

 

By the end of Freak the Mighty, Max might have escaped his father, dealt with the death of his mother, 

and suffered through the death of his best friend, but he still has a tough battle ahead of him: his own 

self-image.  

See, Max thinks he's a real dummy. We as readers know that he has proven himself on several 

accounts and even Freak, who knows everything, sees that Max has more potential than he 

acknowledges. And leave it to Freak to take some action, giving Max a blank book to fill with their 

stories—and Max's potential. 

And after Freak passes away, Max finally lives up to that potential. He tells us his story with his own 

words—not Freak's, not his parents' or grandparents', but his words. As he puts it, "the unvanquished 

truth" (25.19). Freak lived more in his short life than some people live in their whole long lives, and 

Max takes his cue from his friend. All he needs is a little shmoop from Loretta who tells him to do 

something because, hey, "Nothing is a drag, kid" (25.16).  

 

6.5 Setting 

Anytown, USA 

Where exactly is Anytown, USA, you ask? Well, it's everywhere. 

See, Max's whole world revolves around his school and his home, so we never find out where the 

story takes place beyond this little world. That could be frustrating, sure. But it also allows us to 

imagine the events going down wherever we want to picture them. Yep, this story could take place 

anywhere. And that anywhere includes where you're sitting right now. Helps you relate a little better, 

right? 

I Come From a Land (the) Down Under  

Max isn't from Australia—how cool would that be, though?—but he does live in the down under. Also 

known as a basement. For Max, it's a safe place, unlike the rest of the world: 

I like it in the down under, got the place all to myself and no fear of Gram sticking her head in the door 

and saying Maxwell dear, what are you doing. (2.1) 

Staying in the down under means never shedding his status as an outcast. His grandparents have 

tried to make it as nice as possible, but heck, it's still a basement and he's still totally removed from 

the world—and even from his family.  

But remember, Max imposes this isolation on himself. What is he hiding from? 

https://www.shmoop.com/freak-the-mighty/ending.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zF0puJ5HO9M


The Wrong Side of the Tracks 

Max's family lives in the "good" part of the town, but we know that there's another side of town to think 

about—the New Tenements. Most people call this place the New Testaments, which, as Grim tells 

Max, "has nothing to do with the bible" (11.1). Max isn't allowed to go to that neck of the woods, so 

what does he do? He goes. Duh. 

The New Testaments are a major contrast to Max's safe space of the down under and the world his 

grandparents have tried to build for him. There, he is confronted with his parents' past through the 

characters of Iggy and Loretta. But his reaction to the place—feeling completely uncomfortable—

confirms that he's nothing like his dad.  

 

6.6 Tough-o-Meter 

(3) Base Camp 

Sure, Freak's vocabulary might be a bit of a challenge (cretin, archetype, obfuscate… huh?), but it's 

worth the difficulty. Plus, there is a handy dandy dictionary to help you out. 

 

6.7 Writing Style 

Conversational, Laid Back, Casual 

Max tells his story as if he were having a conversation with a friend. After all, that's what Freak 

suggests: "Just write it all down like you're talking. Put in all the fun we had, the cool things we did" 

(23.41). And it comes out just like that: 

So I'm hanging out down under, listening to some of my thrash tapes on the fake Walkman I got last 

Christmas, when Freak pops up on the side of my bed […] he's suddenly there, like whoa! (10.8) 

Like whoa, indeed.  

This style makes total sense when you think about Max's low-key attitude and the fact he doesn't 

think much of himself as a writer. He is telling the story in his way, straightforward with no pretenses. 

What do you think Freak's style would have been if he were the one telling the story? 

 

6.8 The Blank Journal 

 

What can a blank journal represent? We mean, it's blank—there's nothing to it.  

Exactly. 

Freak is giving Max a fresh start, telling him, "I want you to fill it up with our adventures" (23.36). This 

is Max's chance to start a new history and put everything that happened with his mom and dad 

behind him. 

But of course it's not that simple. The whole thing becomes a huge challenge for Max because he's 

convinced he can't write. So Freak gives him a shmoop in the right direction: "Just write it all down 



like you're talking. Put in all the fun we had, the cool things we did" (23.41). Max has grown a lot since 

the two boys first met, and this is his chance to truly put the pre-Freak the Mighty Max behind him. 

When Freak dies, Max throws the book aside. He reverts to his old habits and hides in the down 

under. But once he's finished his major mourning, the book is waiting for him. That's right: his fresh 

start is still there. And this time, Max takes the step forward.  

Do you think Freak gave Max the book for this exact purpose? 

 

6.9 Freak's Dictionary 

 

Troglodyte. Xyloid. Obfuscate.  

Confused yet?  

These are just a few of the words in the dictionary that Freak makes for Max. For Freak, reading and 

language are exciting and indicative of his over-the-top intelligence. For Max, they are obstacles to be 

avoided at all costs. So Freak creates this dictionary because he sees potential in Max—a potential 

that Max certainly doesn't see in himself. 

Max doesn't read because he thinks he is dumb, but Freak helps him along by making it interesting 

and, more important, less intimidating. Even Max's teachers start to see a difference: "She finally 

gave up on trying to make me talk in class, and instead she waits until study hall, where she asks me 

the same questions alone and I tell her the answers" (13.7). Max has potential. He just needs to be 

reached in his own way. 

 

6.10 Freak's Bird (Ornithopter) 

 

Freak's ornithopter seems to be there in the most important moments. After all, it's the object that 

brought Freak and Max together, and it's what Max chooses to bring with him to the hospital to 

comfort Freak.  

You're probably not surprised to hear that birds tend to represent freedom. But what might Freak want 

freedom from? Maybe his body. When he's first reaching for the bird, he can't get there because he's 

too small. He's also on crutches, which prevents him from doing some of the stuff kids like Max can 

do. But the second he gets on Max's shoulders, he's free. Together, these two boys can overcome 

anything.  

And like Freak, the plastic bird has physical limitations. It snaps while Max and Freak are playing with 

it: "We keep doing that, it must be for almost an hour, until finally the elastic breaks" (3.17). This 

ominous bit of foreshadowing hints at Freak's own death to come at the end of the novel.  

While Max is disturbed, thinking the toy is broken, Freak calmly says, "All mechanical objects require 

periodic maintenance" (3.17). There's that same calm and collected demeanor he has up until the 

https://www.shmoop.com/literature-glossary/foreshadowing.html


end, when he tells Max, "I'll be busy getting used to my new bionic body. It'll probably take me weeks 

just learning how to walk with long legs" (23.38).  

 

6.11 The Down Under 

 

Ah, the dark dank hole from which our hero must emerge. Well, it's really not that dank and probably 

not that dark, but Max still has to pull himself out of it and come back to the light.  

The down under is symbolic of the sadness that has surrounded Max for as long as he can remember. 

Hiding away makes it easier for him to avoid reality: 

I'm still living in the basement […] but do I complain about the crummy paneling, or the rug that smells 

like low tide? I do not. Because I like it in the down under. (2.1)  

Being confined to the basement is something Max chooses. And that means he's the only one who 

can choose to come out, too. 

Freak, of course, helps him out, luring him from the basement to go on adventures and quests 

together. When Freak dies, Max runs back to hide in the dark again, but even though he's not alive, 

Freak's legacy (the book) draws him out again. And as we read Freak the Mighty's story, we are left 

with the hope that Max has once and for all come out of the darkness.  

 

6.12 King Arthur 

 

We'll let Freak take the lead on describing King Arthur:  

"Arthur was this wimpy little kid, an orphan, and there was this magic sword stuck in a big stone […] 

All these big tough dudes came from all over to yank at the sword and they couldn't budge it. One day 

this wimpy little kid tried it when nobody was looking and the sword slipped out like it was stuck in 

butter." (4.9) 

Hmmm. A wimpy little kid who everyone underestimates because of his size. Sound familiar? 

Freak loves thinking of his adventures like those of Arthur, and in a way, Arthur's story symbolizes 

Freak's hope for the future. While he never explicitly talks about his hopes, Freak's fascination with 

King makes us think he wishes he could grow from a wimpy kid with a strong heart, into a brave, 

strong knight. 

And although Freak passes away, he does serve as a knight in shining armor to his friend, Max. 

Freak brings a whole new world to Max—all of which stems from books, especially King Arthur's 

stories. And at the end of the novel, Max says, "And now that I've written a book who knows, I might 

even read a few" (25.19). Freak's love for books and stories has opened Max up to possibilities he 

didn't even know existed before. 

 

 



6.13 Narrator Point of View 

First Person (Central Narrator) 

Boy do we get a VIP pass into the mind of Max in Freak the Mighty. And it's helpful, too, since he's 

kind of a tough nut to crack. We get some major insight into Max's insecurities and anxieties: 

This time I don't say huh because then I might have to explain how I'm an L.D., and reading books is 

the last thing I want to do. (4.25) 

But since we're focused on Max's thoughts, it's hard for us to know what other characters might be 

feeling or thinking. For example, would you like to know why Freak doesn't tell Max how sick he is? Is 

he doing it to protect Max? Or because he doesn't want to face the truth? 

How might the story be different if it were told from Freak's perspective? Or a third-person narrator 

who couldn't really dig so deep into a character's psyche? 
 

6.14 Plot Analysis 

Exposition (Initial Situation) 

Outcast Meets Outcast 

As the book opens, we are introduced to our main characters, and it's clear that these two need each 

other. Together, they form Freak the Mighty.  

Rising Action (Conflict, Complication) 

The Bionic Boy 

Freak the Mighty go on a bunch of adventures and seem to overcome every obstacle in their path. 

Freak explains that he's going to undergo a secret operation that will give him a bionic body. This 

explains why he has to go to the hospital so much—or does it? 

Climax (Crisis, Turning Point) 

How to Save the Day With a Squirt Gun 

Max finally has to confront the memory of his mother's death, and Freak has to overcome his physical 

limitations. Both of these come to a head when Killer Kane kidnaps Max and Freak rescues him. 

Falling Action 

The End of Freak the Mighty 

On his birthday, Freak has a seizure and is rushed to the hospital. He asks Max to write down their 

adventures, and that night, he dies in the hospital.  



Resolution (Dénouement) 

The Rise of Max the Mighty?  

How does Max find closure from Freak's death? After he spends a long time mourning his friend, he 

picks up the blank book Freak left him and begins to write their story. Could this be the beginning of 

something new for Max? 

 

6.15 Allusions 

Biblical References 

 The New Testaments (the nickname of the run down tenements) 

 The Nativity Story (16.32) 

Literary References 

 King Arthur (Freak references the legendary knight quite a bit) 

 Lady Guinevere (Freak gives his mom the nickname The Fair Gwen)  

 Excalibur (4.12) 

 Lancelot (9.8, 16.23) 

 The Holy Grail (12.48) 

 Sir Gawain (16.23) 

Pop Culture References 

 Darth Vader (Freak dresses up as the evil Jedi when Max and he go on a quest) 

 Star Trek (4.24, 23.20) 

 Arnold Schwarzenegger (8.25) 

 The Waltons (21.13) 

7. Freak the Mighty Quotes 

7.1 Isolation 

 

 “I like it in the down under, got the place all to myself and no fear of Gram sticking her head in 

the door and saying Maxwell dear, what are you doing?” (2.2) 

Who needs people when you can sit alone in a basement all day? The down under is kind of 

like Max's own personal fortress of solitude. Everyone has one, probably, but Max's seems a 

little extreme. 
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 "I never saw much of your mom after they got married. He made it […] difficult for your mother 

to have any friends." (5.41)  

Max might enjoy being alone and isolated, but his mom experienced a forced sense of 

isolation. Her husband wouldn't let her have friends or do any normal human adult things. Note 

to Shmoopers: forced isolation doesn't make for a healthy relationship. 

 

 “Mostly I just vegetate in the basement and pick my navel, to quote Grim, Mr. Belly Button Lint 

himself. Freak changes all that.” (8.16-17) 

Looks like someone might be starting to venture out of their fortress of solitude. Isn't it neat 

how Max is totally aware that Freak is to thank for his newfound spirit of adventure? Pretty 

insightful, we think. 

 

 “I've already decided I'll run away if they do that, I'll go live in the woods somewhere and jump 

out and scare people.” (13.18)  

When things get rough, Max's instinct is to run away and be alone. What gives?  

 

 “[…] but tonight the pond is empty as the moon, as empty as my head.” (16.27)  

This here is what we call a good old fashion simile. Okay, so Max feels empty inside. Is that 

because he's always isolated? Or does he keep to himself because he feels empty? Or could it 

be both? 

 

 "’I bet they haven't even missed you,’ he says. ‘Kept you down in that cellar like an animal, 

how would they know?’" (18.30)  

Here's Max's dad being the not-so-smart dude we know him to be. He's claiming that Max's 

grandparents have forced Max to live in the basement. Not so much, Daddio. Unlike you, who 

forced your wife to stay away from the world, Max's grandparents are letting him do what he 

feels comfortable with. 

 

 “Then he's gliding away, and I hold myself still in case this is a trick and he's really sneaking up 

behind me to see if I can get my hands loose.” (19.19) 

Max is alone in a basement—this time, with his murderer dad hovering close by. Do you think 

the author wrote this scene in a basement to make us think of the down under? Why or why 

not? 
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 “On the way home he goes, ‘Do you want to talk about it?’" 

"Just leave me alone," I say. (24.42-43) 

Even after all the craziness that's just gone down, Max still isn't super open about things. We 

guess you can't just change a person. But is Max changed in other ways? 

 

 “I hid in the down under for days and days and kept the door closed, which is why I missed the 

funeral and the Fair Gwen going away.” (25.2) 

After Freak dies, Max goes so far back in his hole that he misses Freak's funeral. What do you 

think: jerk move? Or was it necessary in order for him to move on later? 

 

7.2 Appearances 

 

 “That's when I got my first look at Freak […] Looking sort of fierce is how I remember him.” (1.5) 

If you remember, Max is nicknamed "kicker." So if he's calling Freak fierce, Freak must be one 

tough cookie. And guess what? He totally is. 

 

 “It's more than just the way Maxwell resembles him, Grim says that night in the kitchen, the 

boy is like him, we'd better watch out, you never know what he might do while we're sleeping.” 

(1.12)  

Grim can't help it. The fact that Max looks like his dad makes him think that Max is like his dad. 

Does Grim seriously think Max could be a murderer? Or is he referring to something totally 

different? 

 

 “Wearing these old jeans and a baggy T-shirt, and her long hair is tied back and she's probably 

sweating, but she still looks like a movie star. Like she has this glow, a secret spotlight that 

follows her around and makes her eyes light up.” (2.7) 

Ah, the Fair Gwen. She seems to be one of those characters whose appearance isn't 

deceiving. She's as beautiful on the outside as she is on the inside. Not too shabby. 

 

 “There's this weird-looking little dude, he's got a normal-sized head, but the rest of him is 

shorter than a yardstick and kind of twisted in a way that means he can't stand up straight and 

makes his chest puff out, and he's waving his crutches around and yelling at the movers.” 

(2.10)  

We get quite a colorful description of Freak from Max. You know what we noticed about this 

passage though? There's no judgment involved. Max is totally just observing Freak's look 



without thinking anything else of it. He's like the poster child for anti-bullying movements. Go 

Max! 

 

 "What she means is, you're a spitting image of your old man." (5.35)  

Leave it to Freak to be blunt about the truth. Here, he's telling Max why Gwen was so surprised 

when she saw Max. Why is Gwen herself so hesitant to point this out? 

 

 “Except that's how it must have looked from a distance, because they never knew it was Freak 

who rescued me—or his genius brain and my big dumb body.” (8.3)  

Appearances aren't just about how people look. Remember, events can also appear different 

to different people. Max thinks Freak saved him, while the police think Max saved Freak. 

Which version of the story do you think is closer to the truth? 

 

 “Mrs. Addison comes over and pats me on the shoulder. I can tell it makes her nervous, 

touching me, but she does it anyway.” (13.26)  

What is making Mrs. Addison nervous here? Do you agree with Max that it's his appearance? 

 

 "First thing, like I already said, I never killed anybody. I'm big like you're big, so folks assume 

things they shouldn't. You understand what I'm saying?" (17.31) 

Sure, we agree you shouldn't judge people based on their appearance. But do you think for 

one second we're going to fall for Killer Kane's act? Not a chance. 

 "They hated me from first sight. On account of my appearance, and because I wasn't good 

enough for their precious daughter. As if a man should be blamed for how fearsome he looks, 

when in fact he's a truly loving person inside." (17.35) 

Does Kane describe himself in a similar way to how Max describes himself or do they think of 

themselves differently? 

 

 “It all goes to show, like Grim always says, that you can't always judge a book by the cover.” 

(21.7) 

Aha. We always knew we liked Grim. 

 

7.3 Family 
 

 “Gram and Grim, bless their pointed little heads, they're my mother's people, her parents.” (1.3) 



By calling his grandparents his mother's people, it's almost like Max is distancing himself from 

them. As if they don't belong to him and he doesn't belong to them. Why aren't they his people? 

Does this attitude change at all over the course of the book? 

 

 “Which is the way he always talked about my father, who married his dear departed daughter 

and produced, eek eek, Maxwell. Grim never says my father's name, just Him, like his name is 

too scary to say.” (1.11)  

A picture of Max's family is starting to take shape, and it's pretty clear that is not The Brady 

Bunch. If you have to refer to your son-in-law the same way you'd refer to Voldemort, you 

know you're in trouble. 

 

 “The dads are getting drunk and having their cookouts, and the moms are trying to keep all the 

brats from blowing their precious little pinkies off with cherry bombs.” (6.1-2) 

In this passage, Max is describing other families. What does this tell us about how he views his 

own family? We'll give you a hint: contrast! 

 “Next thing he's clearing his throat and coughing into his fist and Gram is looking at the two of 

us and she gets this Gram-like glow, like this is how it's supposed to be […] with the family 

getting all gooey and sentimental.” (8.8)  

This isn't the first—or last—time that Max speaks disdainfully about family. Where else do we 

see it? And why do you think he does it? 

 

 "’That stuff about my father was true,’ Freak says, studying his fingernails and acting real cool 

again […] ‘I know he ran away because of me.’" (12.6)  

We wish the bonding moment would come under different circumstances, but Max and Freak 

share the unfortunate fact of having absent fathers. How are their fathers similar? How are 

they different? 

 

 “Just to prove what a jerk he is, I tie up the laces and that makes Gram happy.“ (12.18)  

As much as Max tries to distance himself from his grandparents, we're pretty sure he still cares 

about them. Maybe the loner thing isn't all a big act, but it certainly doesn't define him. Max 

knows what's really important in life. 

 

 “’I have an obligation,’ he's saying. ‘A man has to protect his family.’  

‘Not with a gun!’ Gram yells.” (14.19) 



Uh oh. A father asking for a gun? This sounds eerily familiar. But how are Grim's and Killer 

Kane's reasons for having a gun different? Should Grim be more careful? 

 

 "You know how many Christmas Eves I've been deprived of my own blood kin? Now is that fair, 

to do that to a man?" (16.19) 

Really, Killer Kane? Really? What do you think: does he really miss his son, or is he just 

playing the victim card? 

 

 "Now, your grandparents say you're nothing but a dysfunctional retard, but no kin of mine is a 

retard, and that's a fact." (17.18)  

Derogatory language aside, what does this comment tell us about Kane's views on family?  

 

7.4 Friendship 

 

 “And for some reason little Kicker never got around to kicking little Freak.” (1.6) 

Imagine that. A kid who's known for kicking everyone around him, and Max manages to leave 

Freak alone. Are these two cosmically linked or something? What's the deal? Why doesn't Max 

give the kicking treatment to Freak when they're young? 

 

 “What I do, I keep out of range of that crutch and just reach up and pick the paper thing right 

out of the tree […] I go, ‘You want this back or what?’” (3.11-12)  

This looks like the beginning of a beautiful friendship, wouldn't you say? If that's the case, can 

we say that Max actually befriended Freak instead of the other way around? 

 

 “Making friends. What a wet idea that is, but Gram gets her feelings hurt pretty easily, so I 

don't actually say that. What I say is, ‘Yeah, I guess so.’” (5.11) 

What do you think "wet idea" means? And why do you think Max feels this way about making 

friends? As far as we know, he's never had any bad friend experiences, right?  

 

 “I know it's okay; he's not flipped out because I picked him up and put him on my shoulders like 

he was a little kid.” (6.27)  

This is true friendship if we ever saw it. When Max and Freak come together physically, it 

solidifies the emotional relationship they've already formed. 

 



 “There's nowhere to go but into the pond, like Freak wants me to.” (7.25)  

Talk about a literal leap of faith. Max has to trust Freak enough to run into a nasty pond. And 

you know what? He takes the leap, and it pays off. 

 

 “Freak is still holding tight to my shoulders and when they ask him for his name, he says, 

‘We're Freak the Mighty, that's who we are.’" (7.44)  

And Freak the Mighty is born. Does giving their bond a name make it any stronger? Does it 

change the way they think about each other? Or is it just a cool way to refer to themselves? 

 

 “This is why we came here, so Freak could show me where he's been. The place is important 

to him. I understand this much.” (9.46) 

Real friends care about the stuff their friends care about. Does Max totally get this, or is he just 

along for the ride? 

 

 “Grim is saying, ‘Let's give it a try, nothing else has worked, maybe what he needs is a friend, 

that's the one thing he's never had with all those special teachers.’" (12.26) 

Grim totally gets it. Adults can try and try with Max, but what he really needs is a peer—

someone who gets him. Since he doesn't have any siblings, that's going to come in the form of 

a friend. Freak, to be exact. 

 

 “Me and Freak are like this unit.” (13.1) 

Freak the Mighty might be a unit, but they're also unique individuals with unique personalities. 

What do Max and Freak have in common? What makes them different? 

 

 “I know about that because Freak has been showing me how to read a whole book and for 

some reason it all makes sense, where before it was just a bunch of words I didn't care about.” 

(13.5) 

Why is Freak able to get through to Max when none of his teachers had been able to? Is it 

easier to learn from a friend? 

 

7.5 Cunning and Cleverness 

 

 “I never had a brain until Freak came along and let me borrow his for a while, and that's the 

truth, the whole truth.” (1.1) 



First line in the entire book and Max chooses to tell us he's a dummy. What effect does this 

have on us as readers? Should Max have let us make our own decisions? 

 

 “This time I don't say huh because then I might have to explain how I'm an L.D., and reading 

books is the last thing I want to do.” (4.25)  

Why doesn't Max want Freak to know that he's learning disabled? Does he think it's something 

to be ashamed of? Would Freak even care? 

 

 "You should hear him talk. I think the rest of him is so small because his brain is so big." (5.25) 

Max jumps to Freak's defense when Grim starts to doubt how smart he is. But we're pretty 

sure this is more than just standing up for a friend. Max is in awe of Freak's intellect.  

 

 “I'm running right and then left, running blind and just letting Freak decide which way we should 

go because he must have a plan, a dude as smart as that.” (7.20) 

Max trusts Freak because he's so smart. We're not so sure, but braininess isn't on the top of 

our list of qualities we'd want for someone who was riding on our shoulders guiding us around. 

Balance might be nice. 

 

 "Sure it will hurt. But so what? Pain is just a state of mind. You can think your way out of 

anything, even pain." (9.48)  

Freak sure puts a whole lot of faith in thinking. What do you think: is Freak hiding behind his 

brains, or does he really think all this stuff? 

 

 “So what I do, I just shrug and smile and wait, because I know she will get tired of asking and 

move on to the next. As a matter of fact I do know the answer.” (13.5)  

Max might not be as dumb as he looks, eh? But if he knows the answer, why doesn't he pipe 

up?  

 

 "’He fooled 'em,’ Grim is saying. ‘Just like he fooled Annie. Just like he fooled us once upon a 

time.’" (14.21) 

It's pretty clear in Freak the Mighty that smarts can be used for good. Freak is pretty much a 

genius, and he uses those brains to help Max get through some pretty tough times. But in this 



passage, we see that smarts can be used to manipulated people, too, and that's how Killer 

Kane uses his brains. 

 

 "’The young man is a genius,’ Grim is saying. ‘And I don't use that word lightly.’" (15.28) 

Freak gets a lot of praise and admiration for his intelligence, but how about Max? Is he ever 

praised for his brain? 

 

 “He stops to rub away another stream of tears. There's no crying in his voice, you can't hear it 

there, but sure enough the tears are all over his face, slick and shiny in the pale, pale light.” 

(17.40) 

Max might call himself a "butthead," but boy is he perceptive. What is he seeing here in Killer 

Kane? 

 

7.6 Memory and the Past 

 

 “Except later it was Freak who taught me that remembering is a great invention of the mind, 

and if you try hard enough you can remember anything, whether it happened or not.” (1.5) 

Have you ever invented a memory so convincing that even you began to think it was real? Well, 

Freak seems to see this as a good thing. It's kind of like having a good imagination. Is Max 

convinced? 

 

 “But like Freak says later in the book, you can remember anything, whether it happened or not. 

All I'm really sure of is he never hit me with that crutch.” (3.23)  

Wait, didn't we just hear this? Yeah, that means it's probably important. We're guessing 

memory will play a crucial role in the plot. And once we get to the end, how are we supposed 

to interpret these lines? Is Max making up the whole thing? 

 

 “One thing we don't do, though, we don't talk about my father, good old Killer Kane. Which is 

fine by me.” (12.10) 

Max is trying to forget something pretty important, but he won't tell us what. What effect does it 

have on us as readers to not know the big issue from Max's past? 

 

 “I jump up and cover my ears, holding my hands real tight. ‘Don't want to hear it! Don't want to 

hear it! Don't! Don't! Don't!’" (13.32)  



Hmmm, probably not the most mature reaction Max could have had to mention of his father, 

but it's a pretty clear indication that this guy doesn't want to talk about his father or his past. 

 

 "I woke up just now worrying that you might wonder why I never mention her. Your mother. 

You might still be thinking the wrong way on that, and believe what they told you. You being 

such a tiny little thing when it happened, how could you know the truth of it?" (17.41)  

Max's dad is trying to revise the past, it seems. Does it work? 

 

 “I just sit there like a lump until the sun comes up, trying not to think about things I didn't want 

to remember.” (17.55)  

Max has been kidnapped by his dad and now he's locked up in a basement, "trying not to think 

about things [he] didn't want to think about." We're pretty sure we've seen this scene before. 

But is this the same kind of hiding Max does in the down under? 

 

 “Because everything is mixed up and he's doing the same thing to Loretta Lee he did to my 

mom, choking the life out of her, […] it's like I'm four years old again, peeking out from behind 

the bedroom door and then running to bang my little fists at him while the light fades from her 

eyes.” (20.5-6) 

Memories can be pretty intense. So intense, in fact, that here, Max reverts to when he was a 

kid. 

 

 "’They never talk about it,’ I say. ‘They don't have to because I can't ever forget it, no matter 

how much I try.’" (20.15) 

We've finally found out what it is that Max has been trying to forget: his father killed his mother 

when he was a kid. No wonder he can't forget that. Do you think if he faced the truth, he'd be 

able to get over it more quickly, or is he doing the right thing by hiding from it? 

 

 “Remembering is just an invention of the mind.” (22.5) 

One more time for good measure. But wait, if remembering is an invention of the mind, is it 

possible that Max is inventing all his memories? Can we trust him as a narrator?  

 

7.7 Lies and Deceit 

 

 “I invented games like kick-boxing and kick-knees and kick-faces and kick-teachers, and kick-

the-other-little-day-care-critters, because I knew what a rotten lie that hug stuff was.” (1.4) 



Wow, Max is a seriously jaded kid if he thinks that people are lying to him about hugging being 

a good thing. Does Max just expect that everyone's lying to him all the time? 

 “The poison never crossed his lips, he likes to say, even though I've seen a picture of him in 

the army and that sure looks like a bottle of beer in his hand.” (6.3)  

Hmmm, looks like Grim is letting a white lie loose here. Are there other moments in the book 

when Grim revises the past? Is it okay? 

 

 "Shhh! Speak of this to no one, but at some future time as yet undetermined, I will enter that 

lab and become the first bionically improved human." (9.37) 

Why doesn't Max see through Freak's big lie? Does he respect and trust Max so much that he 

can't imagine he'd ever lie to him? Or does he know something's up and doesn't want to face 

the truth? 

 

 “I've been in there, in the special test unit! I have to go every few months for tests.” (9.45)  

Freak tries to explain his hospital visits away with a pretty cool alternative. But who is he lying 

to here: Max or himself? 

 

 I'm lying awake in the dark on a hot summer night and I'm thinking, Treasure in the sewer? 

What kind of quest is this, huh? Is Freak completely making this up or what?” (10.28)  

There's a fine, fine line between a lie and a make-believe quest. Where do Freak's adventures 

fall on this line? 

 

 "Maybe I will, maybe I won't. I can't tell your gramma about it, though, and it breaks my heart to 

lie to her. That's one thing we've never done." (14.37) 

So Grim is honest with Max but not with Gram? What gives? Are there any characters who are 

honest through and through? 

 

 "I'm telling tales, my dear, not lies. Lies are mean things, and tales are meant to entertain." 

(15.16) 

Seems like Grim might be splitting hairs here. Is a lie a lie, or are there variations? 

 "Tonight they'll take me down there for my special operation. The next time you see me, I'll be 

new and improved." (23.24) 

Up until the end, Freak is 100% behind his lie. Why does he hold on so tightly to it? 

 



 "You couldn't lie to Kevin. I tried a little fib on him when he was about seven years old, 

because I didn't think a child could handle the whole truth, and you know what he did? He 

looked his disease up in a medical dictionary." (24.34) 

We know for sure that Freak is capable of lying. Is that why it's not easy to trick him? Or is he 

just too smart for it? 

 

8. Questions about the Themes 

8.1 Questions about Isolation 

1. How is Max's feeling of isolation different from his mom's feeling of isolation? Are they at all 

related? 

2. Why do Max's grandparents let Max stay in the down under for so long?  

3. Why does Freak try to pull Max out of his hole in the down under? Is it intentional? Does he just 

want a friend? 

8.2 Questions about Appearances 

1. Okay, so we know appearances are deceiving when it comes to Max and Freak. But what 

about the other characters? Does anyone's appearance actually match their personalities? 

2. Max is the one giving us the descriptions of all these characters, right? How accurate do you 

think his descriptions are? What might be influencing him?  

3. Why don't we get a very detailed description of Grim and Gram, when we have such detail in 

other descriptions?  

4. Does Max believe people's impressions of him? Does he let it affect the way he thinks about 

himself? 

8.3 Questions about Family 

1. What does family mean to Kenny Kane? What does it mean to Grim and Gram? Is Max able to 

differentiate between the two? 

2. How would Max's life have been different if he had an older sibling? A younger sibling?  

3. Would Freak's story be any different if he had a father figure in the picture? 



8.4 Questions about Friendship 

1. Why is Freak able to become Max's friend when no one else has ever been able to?  

What's different about Freak or about his friend-making strategy? 

2. Do any of the adults in the book have friends? What do we make of other friendships we see in 

Freak the Mighty?  

3. Would you rather be BFFs with Max or Freak? Why? 

8.5 Questions about Cunning and Cleverness 

1. Why does Max think he isn't very bright? Is this totally internal, or have outside forces made 

him think this way? 

2. Who is the smartest character in the book? Why?  

3. How does Max prove his intelligence, to himself and to others?  

4. Is Freak just book smart, or does he have other kinds of intelligence, too? 

8.6 Questions about Memory and the Past 

1. How much can we trust Max's memory of the events in the book? Is he a reliable narrator or an 

unreliable narrator? 

2. What are the effects of Max's past on his life? Does it control him? Or does he have control 

over it? 

3. Do you agree with Freak that memory is an invention? What does he even mean by that?  

4. Has Max finally overcome the trauma of his past by the end of the book? Or does he still have 

more to face? 

8.7 Questions about Lies and Deceit 

1. Are there any lies in Freak the Mighty that are justifiable? Even necessary?  

2. How are the lies Freak tells different from the lies Kenny Kane tells? Are there any similarities? 

3. Is there anyone in the book that Max can trust completely? 
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9. Questions about Chapters 
 
Chapters 1 – 5 
  
1. What behavior earned Max the nickname “Kicker”?  
 
2. Why did Grim feel he and his wife had to keep Max under observation?  
 
3. Why did the basement room suit Max? What did this suggest about him?  
 
4. What was Max’s opinion of himself?  
 
5. What did Freak do to give Max the impression that he was fierce?  

 
6. What impression did Freak make on Max the first time he went “down under”?  
 
7. How did Max first make friends with Freak?  
 
8. What did Max do after he realized that Gwen was afraid of him? Why did he do this?  
 
9. What made Max decided that Gwen was “really pretty cool”?  
 
10. Why do you think Freak pretended to be Robot Man in day care? Why did the science of robotics 

interest him?  
 
11.  Why do you think Freak acted in such a fierce manner?  

 
Chapters 6 – 9 
 
1. How did Freak react when he first met Blade? Why did he act this way?  
 
2. How did Freak react the first time Max put him on his shoulders?  
 
3. How did Freak and Max escape Blade and his gang?  
 
4. Why did Kevin tell the police that he and Max were “Freak the Mighty”?  
 
5. Why did Grim and Gram treat Max as a hero when he and Kevin came back from the fireworks?  
 
6. Why was Max surprised when Grim called him “son”?  
 
7. How was summer different for Max now that Kevin moved next door?  
 
8. Why was the medical research building important to Freak?  
 
9. Why do you think Blade and his gang threated Max and Kevin? Did “Freak the Mighty” react 

appropriately to their threat?  
 
10. Have you or anyone you know ever formed a friendship with someone with very different personality 

traits? How do these two people complement each other’s personalities?  

 
Chapters 10 – 12 
 
1. Why was Max the only person who didn’t feel sorry for “poor Kevin”?  
 



2. How did Max and Freak recover the purse from the storm drain?  
 
3. Why did Max refer to Loretta as “a damsel who caused distress”?  
 
4. What did Loretta and Iggy reveal about Max’s father?  
 
5  Why did Iggy let Max and Freak go? What did this suggest about Max’s father?  
 
6. Why did Loretta call Freak’s father a “magician”? How did Freak react to this?  
 
7. Why was Max taken out of the LD class and place in the gifted class? How did Gram feel about this?  
 
8. How did the kids in school react when they saw Max and Freak together? What changed this reaction?  
 
9. Do you think the world Max and Kevin lived in was primarily kid of cruel? Do you think the author 

provided a realistic view of the world?  
 
10. Do you think it was a good idea for Max to join Freak in the advanced classes?  

 
Chapters 13 – 16 
 
1. How did Kevin help Max with school work and his self-image?  
 

2. What two events made Max believe that Friday the Thirteenth was an unlucky day?  

 
3. How did Mrs.Addison react when Max became hysterical in her office? What did this suggest about her?  
 
4. After Kevin’s food incident, how did Max show more concern for his friend than for himself? What did 

Mrs.Addison then conclude about Max?  
 
5. What caused Grim and Gram to have a fight before Christmas? Why did this shock Max?  
 
6. How did the gifts Max and Freak exchanged reflect their close friendship?  
 
7. Why didn’t Max scream for help when his father appeared in his room? What did this suggest about him?  
 
8. How did Max show common sense and intelligence as he dealt with his father?  
 
9. Why do you think that Max was unable to talk in front of the class or write down his thoughts?  
 
10. Max feared he hit the school nurse because he saw her crying. Why did this scare him so much? Do 

you think he really hit her? If not, why do you think she was crying?  
 
11. In what ways do you think Max has changed since he met Kevin? Do you think Kevin has changed?  
 
12. Do you think Max’s father lived up to his reputation?  
 
Chapters 17 – 20 
  
1. How did Killer Kane’s actions contradict his description of himself as a loving person?  
 
2. How did Loretta act with Max’s father? What did this suggest about her?  
 
3. What plans did Max’s father have for his son?  
 
4. Why did Loretta and Iggy decide to rescue Max from his father? What did this suggest about them?  



 
5. How did Max stop his father from killing Loretta?  
 
6. What did Max’s father mean when he said “I have to clean this up”?  
 
7. How did Freak save Max? What did this reveal about Freak?  
 
8. Do you think Max’s father had any sincere feeling for his son?  
 
9. Were you surprised that it was Loretta who tried to rescue Max? Was this in keeping with her character?  
 
10. Do you think that anything positive will come out of Max’s terrifying experience?  

 
Chapters 21 – 25 
  
1. How did Max’s and Freak’s families act toward them after Killer Kane was returned to jail?  
 
2. Why didn’t Max have to testify against his father?  
 
3. Why was Max worried about Grim calling Killer Kane “an accident of nature”?  
 
4. Why did Gwen get her son a computer for his birthday? What did this suggest about Kevin’s physical 

condition?  
 
5. What evidence revealed that Freak was not feeling well at his Birthday Party?  
 
6. Why was it difficult for Max to accept Freak’s death?  
 
7. How did Kevin save Max’s life?  
 
8. Why do you think Kevin had such a well-developed imagination?  
 
9. Why do you think Kevin wanted Max to write down their adventures?  
 
10. Do you think Kevin should have told the story about the bionic operation, or should he have told Max 

the truth? Do you think that Max’s reaction to Freak’s death would have been any different if he had 
known the truth all along?  

 
11. Why do you think that Loretta’s words had such a great effect on Max?  


