
Obituary:  Format 

 

What is an obituary? 

o An obituary pays tribute to someone who has died. 

o Longer than a death notice as it includes details about the person’s life. 

o Focuses on the FACTS of person’s life and should be OBJECTIVE. 

o Also comment on the person’s character. 

o Should be written in paragraphs and full sentences with a formal, 
respectful tone.  

 

How to plan and structure an obituary: 

Opening:   

 Give the FULL NAME of the deceased. Mention the date, cause of 
death (IF appropriate) and where the person was living at the time of 
death. 

 

Middle paragraphs:  biographical information and character 

 Give a BRIEF LIFE HISTORY – date and place of birth, schools and 
education, occupations, marriage, children, etc. 

 Mention any important ACHIEVEMENTS and any CHARITY or 
COMMUNITY involvement – e.g. church activities, voluntary work or 
community leadership roles. 

 MAY comment on deceased’s CHARACTER and main positive qualities 
(e.g. kindness, hard work, energy, enthusiasm) 

 

Final paragraphs:  survivors and details of service 

 List those who SURVIVE the deceased person – the parents, spouse, 
siblings and children should be named. 

 Details of any FUNERAL or MEMORIAL service, with the DATE and 
VENUE.  

 

Conclusion: 

 Conclude with a message of condolence.  

 

 

 

 



Example of an obituary:   

 

RINA LOUW 

 

Rina Sophie Louw was taken from us at the age of 21 in a car accident near 
her home in Bethlehem on 15 July 2011. 

 

She was born on Christmas eve in 1990 in Bethlehem, attended Jordania 
Primary and then Bethlehem Voortrekker High School. After completing her BA 
at NWU, she was studying to become a teacher. 

 

 

Rina loved the church and was an enthusiastic member of the choir and the 
community outreach programme. Many will never forget her kindness, or her 
beautiful strong voice in the gospel choir. 

 

Rina is survived by her parents, Anton and Elsie, her sister Ina and her brother 
Antonie. 

 

 

She will be laid to rest at the family’s farm in Bethlehem on Saturday 19 July at 
11 am. 

 

 

 

We pray that Rina’s loved ones will find the strength to bear their sorrow. Her 
life was short but the memory of this wonderful lady will never fade.  

 

 

In short, the FOLLOWING MUST BE included: 

o Full name of the deceased  

o Date of birth  

o Date of death  

o Birthplace  

o Where the person was living at the time of death  

o Key survivors  

o Date, time and place of funeral  

 

Name, age, date and cause of death are given 

Brief life history includes her main achievements 

Community involvement and character are commented on 

Euphemisms are use (taken from us, laid to rest) 

Details on funeral are given 

Emotive language is used to convey sympathy and 

send condolences (pray, loved ones, sorrow, memory, 

wonderful.) 


