
Stig of the dump 

Chapter 1 - Memorandum 

1. Visiting his grandmother 

2. He was warned not to go too close to the edge of the chalk pit, because the ground would give way. 

3. Barney thought about all the sticks of chalk that had been made from the chalk dug out of the pit and 

all the blackboards in all the schools that had been written on. He thought about the many years they 

must have spent digging until they either got tired or were told to stop before there was nothing left of 

the hill.  

4. It was used to dump any unwanted items (rubbish). 

5. Rubbish broken things or things people no longer wanted. 

6. Barney landed on a bank of moss, in something that resembled a shelter. Above him was a roof made 

of elder branches, a rotten old carpet and rusty sheets of iron. From the hole in the roof Woodlice and 

earwigs were falling on him and it smelled damp and cool. The shelter was partly inside a dark cave. 

7. His legs had gotten tangled up in creeper as he fell. 

8. He saw someone with lots of shaggy black hair and bright black eyes that looked very hard at Barney. 

His name as Stig and he couldn’t speak except for making grunting noises. He wore rabbit-skins around 

his waist and no shoes or socks. 

9. He made a sharp blade out of a piece of flint, using the blunt knife to sharpen it. 

10. The water that dripped through a crack in the roof, ran along a bicycle’s mud guard, then through a 

vacuum cleaner pipe and into a large can that used to hold weed killer. Stig used a football that had 

been cut in half to scoop out some water to drink. 

11. An old teapot, filled with oil and a bootlace was used as the wick. 

12. Stig always had a vacant expression on his face – somewhat confused and puzzled. However, his 

hands were large and rough. This implies that although he was not very book smart, he could do 

incredible things with his hands (building, fixing, improving and creating things without help). He was 

clever when it came to practical things. 

13. He thought that nothing else he might come across would be any stranger than Stig. And he saw Stig 

as a friend, so he needn’t worry. 

14. No. His sister mocks him and his grandmother just humours him, probably thinking Stig is Barney’s 

imaginary friend. 


