
Stig of the dump 

Chapter 2 - Memorandum 

1. Autumn (Somewhere in September/October/November) 

2. It is most likely during there school holidays. 

3. She seems older, because she does not entertain the possibility of Stig being real – probably because 

she is too old/mature to believe a story about a boy living on his own in a rubbish dump.  

4. Barneys grandma and his sister (Lou) did not believe that Stig was real, which made Barney wonder if 

he had imagined the events of the previous day or if he had been hallucinating because he had bumped 

his head. 

5. He found the piece of chipped flint in his pocket and remembered watching Stig make it the previous 

day. 

6. Stig had fixed it. 

7. He wanted to take presents for Stig. 

8. Apples that had fallen from the tree and carrots. 

9. A piece of linoleum 

10. He tied the carrots together with the string and lowered them down to the level of Stig’s door. Then 

he swung them back and forth until they were knocking on the door. he was playing a trick on Stig. 

11. He looked up at Barney, smiling with his mouth full. 

12. The previous day had been grey and cloudy and we can assume that it was dusk when Barney went 

to the pit, because it was dark by the time he left. However, on this day when Barney went to the pit it 

was a sunny morning. 

13. In many ways Stig’s behavior thus far has been more like that of an animal than that of a boy. That is 

why Barney almost expects Stig to behave like an animal when taking the apple. 

14. There were no windows so light could not enter the den. 

15. A bedstead leg, a broken cast-iron shoe-scraper and an iron bar. 

16. Stig did not want to draw attention to his den and the fact that he was living in the rubbish dump. An 

increasingly large pile of chalk could make people curious and if they were to investigate they might find 

Stig living there. He dumped the chalk far from his den so curious people would not come near his 

home. 

17. Because no-one even believed that Stig existed yet. 



18. She would probably have been shocked to find that Barney had been telling the truth. 

19. He put them in the cart that he and his grandfather had built out. It was made out of a wooden box 

and wheels and had a rope in front to pull it along. 

20. Stig used an old lady’s straw hat as a makeshift cargo-sling, so Barney could lower more than one 

jam jar at a time. 

21. The string was not thick enough or strong enough to carry his weight without breaking. 

22. Learner’s own ideas, e.g. to store things he found in the pit. 

23. Barney seemed to be the kind of boy who was always looking for adventures and he liked to keep 

things with him that he might need at some point. In chapter 1 he carried a blunt, broken pocket knife 

with him and he kept the sharpened piece of flint in his pocket which Stig had given to him to replace 

the knife. Now, in chapter 2, we learn that he kept a tin opener in his pocket as well.  

24. He made a scoop to pick up the rubble from the digging. 

25. He made a long, hollow “pipe” which Barney realized could be used as a stove pipe, although Stig 

probably did not have that intention when he made it. 

26. They built the fireplace out of chalk blocks and big flints. They put the tin bath upside down on top 

and stuck their “stove pipe” through the hole in the bottom. The other end of the pipe had been pushed 

through a crack in the roof (between a piece of linoleum and a piece of corrugated iron.  

27. He decided to make a window to allow some light into Stig’s den. 

28. Barney made the window by knocking out the bottom of one of the boxes which made up one side 

of the den. He then stacked the jam jars inside the box (on their sides). Stig and Barney filled up the gaps 

with red clay, which they dug up outside, and wiped the jars clean. 

29. He had often heard his grandfather say, “That’s that” when he had just finished a job. 

30. He placed them on the ends of the jam jars, by pushing them into the clay, which acted as a way to 

“cover” the window. 

31. Yes, he did, because he gave Barney a gift (an arrow head). 

32. Learner’s own opinion. 

 


