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My children! My Africa! by Athol Fugard  

Act 2 Scene 5 Notes: Credit to MTG notes 
Plot: Isabel’s monologue. Isabel is on top of Wapadsberg pass, paying her last respects to Mr M. She makes a promise to Mr M. Isabel says the ‘Old fashioned’/’traditional’ way, she would 
be bringing flowers and put them on the grave.  Isabel says Mr M will have more than enough flowers in spring.  She decides to make a ‘promise’ instead of laying flowers. She promises 
Mr M to make her life useful and to make him proud.  She even calls herself Mr M’s child.  She promises Mr M that the ‘future is ours’. 
Characters: Isabel 
Setting: Wapadsberg Pass 
Theme: Hope for the new generation  Isabel and Thami represent the new generation that has hope for a better and multiracial South Africa. 
Tone/Mood: Optimistic, hope, sad Mood  Melancholy, downhearted  

SCENE 5 
ISABEL alone. She stands quietly, examining the silence. After a few 

seconds she nods her head slowly. 
ISABEL: Yes!  Thami was right, Mr.M. He said I’d feel near you up 

here. He’s out there somewhere, Mr. M … travelling north.  
He didn’t say where exactly he was going, but I think we 
can guess, can’t we? I’m here for a very ‘old-fashioned’ 
reason, so I know you’ll approve.  I’ve come to pay my last 
respects to Anela Myalatya.  I know the old-fashioned way 
of doing that is to bring flowers, lay them on the grave, say 
a quiet prayer and then go back to your life.  But that 
seemed sort of silly this time. You’ll have enough flowers 
around here when spring comes … which it will. So instead 
I’ve brought you something which I know will mean more to 
you than flowers or prayers ever could. A promise. I am 
going to make Anela Myalatya a promise. 

 You gave me a little lecture once about wasted lives ... how 
much of it you’d seen, How much you hated it, how much 
you didn’t want to happen to Thami and me. I sort of 
understood what you meant at the time. Now, I most 
certainly do. Your death has seen to that. My promise to you 
is that I am going to try as hard as I can, in every way 
that I can, to see that it doesn’t happen to me. I am going 
to try my best to make my life useful in the way that yours 
was. I want you to be proud of me. After all, I am one of 
your children, you know. You did welcome me to your 
family. 

 [A Pause] The future is still ours, Mr. M. 
 [The actor leaves the stage.] 

Link this scene with the one where Mr. M talks about the Pass. Read Act 2 
Scene 3: Where Mr. M describes the sight he saw on the top of the 
Wapadsberg pass. 
SETTING: She is on top of the Wapadsberg Pass)  
Isabel speaking as if to Mr M. 
 
‘old-fashioned’ - ‘Old Fashioned’ was Mr M’s trademark 

 
Anela Myalatya - Isabel uses Mr M’s full name as a sign of respect and that she would never forget him. 

 
silly  - ‘Silly’ because there is no physical body and because Mr M deserves so much better. 

spring - Spring is a symbol of new life and hope. New life for Thami and Isabel. 

 
 
A promise. - A promise is the most valued and personal thing a person can give to another. Shows how much Isabel 

cared and respected Mr M. He changed her life. 
 
You gave me a little lecture once about wasted lives ... - Read Act 1 Scene 3 Lecture on wasted chances, wasted people. 

Mr M’s death is a wasted life because of the unjust social system. (Theme) 
 
 
The ending is an optimistic interpretation that despite everything that has happened in the country, there is hope for 
South Africa. Isabel becomes the voice of hope. 
Can Isabel be seen as a symbol of hope for South Africa? 
Yes 

• Her visit to Zolile High changes her life. Before that visit the only contact she had with people of colour was 
their domestic worker (Auntie) and Samuel (the delivery man) 

• She learns more about the school boycotts and different views when she becomes friends with Mr M and 
Thami.  Her social and political awareness grows. 
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• She makes him a promise when she goes to his special place, that she will make her life useful. (He was so 
sad because of the destroyed lives of the learners) 

• She has discovered a new world and became aware of the inequalities that existed. 
• She is the voice of hope, despite the terrible events that take place. 

OR  
NO 

• Isabel lives a sheltered life and doesn’t know enough about the effects of apartheid on the people of colour. 
• The debating competition at Zolile High is an isolated event and will not ensure equal opportunities for 

everyone. 
• Isabel is an individual on her own and she will not make a significant change. 
• She promises to make a success of her life but does not become actively involved to improve the lot of black 

people / make others aware of the inequalities that exist 
 
Why did Athol Fugard write this play?   
He wanted to make people aware of the political and social inequalities.  He was calling for the end of apartheid. 
Do you think that Isabel’s prediction, more than 30 years ago (1984), about the future of South Africa was right? Refer 
to your own circumstances, your education and relationships between South Africans. 
Dramatic structure of a play: 

1. Exposition 
The explanation of the events leading up to the start of the plot.  It happens at the beginning of the story.  The plot 
depends mainly on the role and actions of Mr M.  He gets the action of the play moving by initiating and organizing the 
school debate.  It is also he who has the idea of the combined school teams entering the inter-schools English literary 
quiz. 

2. Inciting incident that sets off conflict 
The harmony of the union between the 3 main protagonists is threatened and collapses. Thami insists that Mr M is not 
his role model.  Later he says ‘I don’t listen to what he says…’ 

3. Rising action 
The conflict is building up.  There is a split between Thami and Mr M when Thami rebels against Mr M’s orders and 
resigns from the quiz team.  The turning point in Thami and Isabel’s relationship begins with Thami’s withdrawal from 
the quiz team because of his political commitments. 

4. Conflict leading to climax 
The moment of greatest intensity.  Mr M refuses to accept Operation Qhumisa and the township boycotts.  The 
highpoint is reached when Mr M is killed. 

5. The final solution (Dénouement) 

  


