
Oracle of the Povo - Memo 
 
 

Detailed Questions Possible Answers 
 
1.  Outline the visions of the oracle. 
The oracle refers to “out-of-work heroes” trying to find a purpose in life; there are dry acres of once fertile 

land, but now wasteland; and there are greedy bureaucrats who are exploiting the situation. 

2. Who are the “heroes”? 
The “heroes” are the freedom fighters and former revolutionaries who brought about an exciting change. 

 
3. Explain what the poet means in “Drought Relief graintrucks/ Vanished into thin air between departure 
point/ And expectant destination.” 
The “Drought Relief graintrucks” are the symbol of the foreign aid and support from other nations or groups. 

Often these well-intended deliveries of food, drink and vital resources are ambushed, or hidden, by 

bureaucrats and corrupt officials. 

 
4. In your  view, is the oracle’s behaviour in lines 18-21 justified? Substantiate your response. 
The oracle’s despair is extreme and plunges her into the underbelly of society (“beerhalls/ And shebeens”) as 

her “soured vision” means that the positive change has been abandoned “by the roadside”. The oracle 

reveals a final image of a land of “despair” where old patterns of poverty, female exploitation, poor service 

delivery and other concerns will sadly re-establish themselves. 

Essay  Question Possible Answer 
 

The oracle reflects on the destruction of a society.   
Although  heroes won freedom for a country but the citizens remain impoverished. 
The visions of the oracle are not positive – as she is  in despair at the souring of the vision and this is reflected 
in the negative behaviours in “beerhalls”, “shebeens” and “brothels” as the citizens are trying to re-establish 
themselves. 
Society is shown to be full of ironies (where the opposite of what is expected happens). 
Visions that the oracle experiences of “scrubland”, Droughtstricken acres” and “Drought Relief graintrucks” do 
not paint a picture of hope.  
There is irony in the fact that the heroes become the corrupt officials or “fat pompous overlords”. 
This is not what the ‘heroes’ had imagined would be the reward of the freedom for which they fought. 
The free form of the poem mirrors the unravelling of the country as it spirals deeper into the state of despair 
experienced by the oracle.  
Poverty continues despite a change in regime and society. The stereotype of leaders neglecting “the most 
vulnerable and hungry citizens” prevails, no matter who has power. 
There is a paradox in the image that those who “yesterday a country won” taste poverty “today” 
. 
Many sentences begin with “And” as the conjunction builds the list of injustices and wrongs being practised. 
There are many run-on lines (enjambment) to show the lack of control and structure in the country. The free 
form of the poem mirrors the unravelling of the country as it spirals deeper into a state of despair. The work of 
the “heroes” is completely mismanaged. 
 


