
Stig of the dump – Timeline 

The following is a summary of the events in the novel you have read. These events are in 

chronological order and have been colour coded according to the chapters in which they take place. 

This will help you to see the novel as a whole and to view the events in context. Not every event 

could be included in this timeline, so please refer to the novel during your studies – not only the 

timeline. 

1. Barney is visiting his grandmother during the school 

holidays. It is Autumn 

 

 2. Barney falls down the edge of the chalk pit into what 

seems to be a cave/den 

3. Barney meets Stig, who lives in the den on his own  

 4. The following day Barney returns to visit Stig, taking 

him gifts. Stig shows Barney how to dig and they use the 

gifts to make improvements to the den 

5. Barney returns home to his parents’ house  

 6. Barney and Lou are staying with their grandmother 

again over Christmas-time when Barney suddenly 

remembers Stig and goes to visit him 

7. Barney finds that Stig is sick. He helps Stig to get 

some firewood to warm up his den. They spend the day 

together. Barney walks home in the dark with Stig’s 

spear for protection and a flaming piece of wood for 

light  

 

 8. One day Lou goes hunting with a group of experienced 

hunters. Barney remembers he has Stig’s spear and 

decides to get Stig and go hunting as well 

9. Stig shoots a pheasant, but does not want to kill a fox 

because it tastes bad. Stig also shoots a horse and in the 

resulting chaos Lou catches a glimpse of Stig. 

 

 10. Sometime later, as Barney is on his way to visit Stig, 

he comes across the three Snarget brothers who are 

building a shack in the pit. Barney throws lumps of clay 

at them, leading to a confrontation 

11. Barney runs to Stig’s den for cover. Stig chases 

after the Snargets causing the youngest Snarget to fall. 

Stig helps him to his den. 

 

 12. The two older Snargets return to rescue their 

brother, they surrender and bring gifts which leads to 

all five of them becoming friends. 

13. As Spring arrives we find Barney climbing a tree 

near his grandmother’s house while his grandmother and 

Lou go to town. 

 

 14. Shortly after they leave Barney sees two men 

breaking into his grandmother’s house. He fetches Stig 

to confront the burglars  

15. When one of the burglars breaks Stig’s arrow and 

approaches Barney aggressively, Stig chases after them. 

 



 16. Barney tries to drive the burglar’s car to the police 

station, but ends up sending it over the cliff into the 

chalk pit (where Barney and Stig hide it). When the 

burglars cannot find their car they flee on foot, leaving 

their loot behind 

17. A policeman arrives and Barney shows him where to 

find all the valuables. Barney warns Stig that they are 

coming by making lots of noise 

 

 18. In the Easter holidays Barney and Lou meet Mrs 

Fawkham-Greene, who is visiting granny. She invites 

them to her niece’s fancy-dress party. Granny says they 

can’t go. 

19. Barney gets a leopard skin and some rabbit skins 

from Stig (by trading marbles) which Barney and Lou use 

as costumes. The two sneak out to the party after 

sunset. 

 

 20. At the party Lou has a terrifying encounter with a 

real leopard, which had escaped from the circus. Stig 

appears and chases the leopard into an open stable, 

where they trap it until the circus comes to fetch it 

21. On a very hot midsummer night (June/July),while 

visiting granny again, Barney and Lou cannot sleep, so 

they decide to sneak out and visit Stig 

 

 22. On their way they are somehow transported to a 

different time where they come across a group of 

cavemen who seem to be Stig’s tribe 

23. They watch from a distance, but Dinah 

(grandmother’s dog) barks, forcing Barney and Lou to 

flee. As Barney tries to climb from one tall tree to 

another he falls 

 

 24. Stig and his fellow tribesmen find Barney and Lou 

and escort them to their camp where they are brought 

before the chief - who welcomes them 

25. They hear a thumping noise which causes everything 

to shake. It turns out to be more of their fellow 

tribesmen slowly moving a large stone slab 

 

 26. Barney and Stig help to move the huge rock all the 

way to the camp where they let it settle on top of three 

other huge stones that had already been placed there 

27. As the sun rises all the tribesmen (except Stig) 

vanish and the landscape becomes recognizable again. 

The night’s events feel like a strange dream to Barney 

and Lou 

 

 28. A long time afterward we find Barney, Lou and their 

parents back on the North Downs discussing the four 

strange stones. No-one really knows what became of Stig 

and the adults were still not convinced of his existence. 
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