


1914
War started 

in Europe

“Now God be 
thanked, who has 
matched us with 
his hour” – English 

poet, Rupert Brooke



French troops going off to war



A modern war 

fought with 

aeroplanes, 

machine guns 

and tanks.

The use of poison gas 

added to the horrors 

of the war



It was a war 

fought in the 

trenches all over 

Europe.



Two great battles fought on 

the Western Front in 1916, 

the Battle of Verdun and the 

Battle of the Somme alone 

cost almost two million lives.

“The sand is sodden red” – Sir Henry Newbolt



1914 – 1918
It is known as the Great 

War, 20 million died . Its 

legacy, emotional, political 

and economic continued 

to haunt Europe and 

directly  led to the Second 

World War, 21 years later.



“the most colossal, 
murderous, mismanaged 
butchery that has ever taken 
place on earth” – Ernest Hemingway





“Dada was a rebellious upsurge of 
vital energy and rage; it resulted 
from the absurdity of that imbecilic 
war. We young people came back 
from the war in a state of 
stupefaction, and our rage had to find 
expression somehow or other. This it 
did quite naturally through attacks on 
the foundations of civilization 
responsible for the war… our 
enthusiasm encompassed total 
revolution.”

Max Ernst



Zurich – a hobby horse enters the 

stage

1916

Hugo Ball started the 

CABARET VOLTAIRE



Hugo Ball at 

the Cabaret 

Voltaire 

reciting a 

sound poem…

Hugo Ball, Cabaret Voltaire (1916) 







“Before Dada was there, there 
was Dada”

Hans Arp, Tristan Tzara and 

Hans Richter, Zurich. 1917



revolt

shock and mock

Nihilistic = rejection of all religious and 

moral principles, destroyment of old principles

“The true Dadaist is 
against Dada!”



Spread from Zurich to:

•Cologne – Max Ernst

•Hanover - Kurt Schwitters

•New York – Man Ray, Marcel 

Duchamp

•Paris – Francis Picabia

•Berlin - Huelsenbeck



First International Dada Fair (1920) Berlin

“Art is dead. Long live Dada!”





First International Dada Art Fair

Berlin

1920



Picabia, Portrait of Cezanne (1921)

“Dada means 
nothing. We 
want to change 
the world with 
nothing” 

Huelsenbeck





Man Ray, The gift (1921) Flatiron 

and nails

“Use 
Rembrandt 
as an 
ironing 
board!”





CHANCE

Hans Arp, Squares 

arranged according to the 

laws of chance (c. 1917)



Hans Arp, Forest. Painted wood

“The important 
thing about Dada is 
that Dadaists 
despised what is 
commonly 
regarded as art. 
We declare that 
everything which 
comes into being 
or is made by man, 
is art”

Hans Arp



Hans Arp, Relief Dada (1916) 

Painted wood



Arp

Before my Birth

1914





KURT SCHWITTERS



MERZ

Kurt Schwitters, Untitled (May 

191) (c. 1919) Collage



Kurt Schwitters

Merzbild 25A

1920

assemblage

41 x 31 1/8 in.



Kurt Schwitters, Merz picture 29A. Picture with flywheel (19200 

Assemblage



MERZBAU

View of Schwitters’ Merzbau, Hanover (c. 1924 -33)



Kurt Schwitters, Merzbau (1918 – 1938)



Francis Picabia, Love parade

(1917) Oil on cardboard

“It’s not 
Dada that 
is 
nonsense –
but the 
essence of 
our age 
that is 
nonsense.”



Francis Picabia, L’oeil 

cacodylate (1921) Oil on 

canvas and collage



Max Ernst, The Chinese 

Nightengale (1920) 

Photomontage

MONTAGE





George Grosz, The guilty one 

remains unknown (1919) Pen 

and ink drawing



George Grosz, Daum’ marries 

her pedantic automaton 

“George” in May 1920, John 

Heartfield is very glad of it

(1920) Watercolour over pen and 

pencil, collage



Raoul Hausman, ABCD 

(c. 1920) Collage



Raoul Hausman, The art 

critic (1919 – 20) Collage



Raoul Hausman, Mechanical head 

(The spirit of our age) (c. 1920) 

Assemblage



Raoul Hausman, Tatlin lives at 

home (1920) Collage and gouache



John Heartfield, Ten years later: fathers and sons

(1924) Montage



“Dada is the 
sun, 

Dada is the 
egg, 

Dada is the 
police of 
the police”

Huelsenbeck

John Heartfield, Title picture 

“Der Dada 3” (1920)

magazine



Hannah Höch, Dada dance. 

Montage



Hannah Hoch

Cut with the Kitchen

Knife

1919

Collage of pasted

papers



George Grosz

Café Scene 1914

Berlin Dada



Max Ernst

Untitled

1924

collage



“It’s not Dada 
that is nonsense 

– but the 
essence of our 

age that is 
nonsense”

The Dadaists



MARCEL DUCHAMP



Marcel Duchamp, L.H.O.O.Q. (1919)

Assisted ready-made
She’s got 

a hot ass!

Leonardo da Vinci, 

Mona Lisa (1503)



“Art is 
dead. Long 
live Dada!”

Marcel Duchamp, Bottle rack

(1914)



Ready-made

Marcel Duchamp, Bicycle Wheel (1913)



The Bicycle Wheel, 1913
replicas: assisted readymades: bicycle rim mounted on wood  stool

• 1st bicycle wheel was lost 

or destroyed

• “To see the wheel turning 

was very soothing, very 

comforting,…I enjoyed 

looking at it, just as I enjoy 

looking at the flames 

dancing in a fireplace.”

• “Can one make works 

which are not works of 

‘art’?” 1913



Bottle rack, 1914
replicas: metal bottle racks

• 1st pure or “unassisted readymade”

• Original eventually lost or discarded

• From the Grande Bazar de l’Hotel-

de-Ville, Duchamp purchased an 

ordinary bottle dryer

• 5 tiers, 50 projecting spokes

• Invited Suzanne to add an 

inscription at the base of the bottle 

rack which he stipulated should be 

written “in small letters painted with 

an oil-painting brush, in silver-white 

color.” Only adding the inscription 

should she sign the work, which 

should read: “[after] Marcel 

Duchamp” [a readymade from a  

distance]



“I threw the urinal into 
their faces, and they came 
back and admire its 
beauty!”
Marcel Duchamp



If its signed and you 

can’t pee in it because 

it is stuck on a 

museum wall – its got 

to be ART – what else



Duchamp

Why not Sneeze, Rose

Selavy

1921



In advance of a 

broken arm



Rrose Selavy, Man Ray, photo, 1921

Artstor.org





Tu m’  1918
Oil on canvas with long brush attached

• Commission from K. Drier to paint a long rectangular composition to fill the 

area above a series of bookcases in her apt library

• 6-7 months to complete

• Reps a visual summation of MD’s earlier work

• Shadowy projections of 3 earlier readymades; 3 measuring devices from 

Large Glass

• Professional sign painter inserted image of hand pointing [A. Klang signed]

• trompe l’oeil details: Bolt & tear; 3 actual safety pins

• Yvonne Crotti painted series of perspectivally receding square color samples

• “I have never liked it because it is too decorative…summarizing one’s works 

in a painting is not a very attractive form of activity.” MD

• Tu m’ suggests the French expression tu m’ennuies=“you bore me” or 

• Tu m’emmerdes=harsher expression [merde]



Marcel Duchamp, The large glass (The bride stripped bare by her 

bachelors) (1915 – 1923) Oil, varnish, lead foil on glass panel mounted 

between two glass panels



Marcel Duchamp, The large glass

Dust collected during storage



Marcel Duchamp and Man Ray playing chess on a 

rooftop in a 1924 film



Mile of String, installation, 1951

Artstor.org



Artstor.org



Marcel Duchamp with his Box in a 

valise



Marcel Duchamp, Fountain (1917) Porcelain urinal

ANTI-ART 

vs.

ART ?



Sherrie Levine's Fountain

(After Marcel Duchamp), 1991.

• brass, 12 3/4 x 14 1/2 x 

24 3/4", 1991

• The form of MD’s ready-

made urinal is cast in 

brass, wryly underscoring 

its preciousness, and 

tipped over to make it 

suggest the shape of a 

womb. [Humorous or 

confrontational often 

both]






