
FINDERS KEEPERS   

CHAPTER 11: GIRLS, GIRLS, GIRLS AND A LITTLE GIRL 

Noki invites Lufuno to join her and Chantelle at the party at Zake’s Tavern on 

Saturday.  They plan to say they are spending the night at each other’s homes 

to deceive their parents into allowing the to go out.  The girls debate whether 

the screensaver on Mandla’s phone means he has a girlfriend in the Eastern 

Cape.  Much later, Lufuno realises that Tshilidzi has been gone for hours.  It 

turns out she had run bavk to school to give her friend a cooldrink.  Lufuno 

gets scolded for leaving her alone and Tshilidzi uses the opportunity to 

blackmail Lufuno to do a movie for her.  The movie is about Mandla and Pearl 

(the daughter of Modjaji), intertwined with the storyline of Romeo and Juliet.  

Lufuno realises she has fallen in love with Mandla when he sends her a text 

saying he has missed her. 

Most people have ways to escape from boredom and stress of their day-to-day lives. 

Some people read, write, paint or make music. What do you do that makes you 

happy and helps you put things in perspective? 

 

QUESTIONS: 

1. Mention a few of the topics that the girls discuss. 

2. Do you find their conversation realistic? Explain. 

3. Do you think Zake’s Tavern is the type of place Lufuno will feel comfortable 

 in? 

4. Can you understand the reason why the girls find the idea of going to the 

 tavern alone without consent or chaperones exciting? 

5. This in not the first time Lufuno has slipped out without her parent’s consent. 

 Describe the previous time she went to a party without her parent’s 

 permission. 

6. The punishment for the previous transgression was quite severe. Describe 

 Lufuno’s punishment when she was younger. 

7. Lufuno likes Mandla for a couple of reasons. What are they? 

8. The danger of making assumptions and then stating them as facts is 

 illustrated in the scene where Noki tells Lufuno that Mandla has a girlfriend. 

 Explain how she has come to this conclusion. 



9. When Lufuno refuses to believe that Mandla has a girlfriend, Chantelle 

 realises that Lufuno and Mandla have kissed. What leads her to this 

 conclusion? 

10. Lufuno realises that Tshilidzi has been gone for a very long time. What do we 

 learn very soon afterwards that makes the situation even more dangerous 

 and scary? Name three things.  

11. In this chapter, through Lufuno’s internal monologue, we learn which specific 

 characteristics of Mandla attract her to him. Name the aspects that make him 

 so attractive to her. 

12.  Why is Tshilidzi upset that Lufuno includes cell phones and Bafana Bafana in 

 the movie of the night? 

13. Why does Lufuno not want Mandla’s and her story ending to be as romantic 

 and poignant as that of Romeo and Juliet? 

14. Chapter 11 ends on a very unsettled note for Lufuno. She is struggling with 

 an almost overwhelming internal conflict. Describe this conflict and suggest 

 ways in which she could overcome the uncertainty she is feeling. 

15. Write a short summary of chapter 11. 

16. Give a description or definition of the following words or phrases: 

 tomboy 

 abducted 

 smug 

 manipulate 

 remote 

 indignation 

 lame 

 

 


