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Do a thorough investigation on poverty in your community/country focusing on its impact on local and 
global communities. Write a research report on your findings by using the following headings and sub-
headings:

1 Introduction

1.1 Provide a FULL definition of the concept: POVERTY (2x1) (2)
1.2 Discuss TWO contributory factors that lead to poverty in your community (2x2) (4)
1.3 Explain THREE harmful effects of poverty on one’s personal health (3x2) (6)

2 Government intervention

As a means of combatting poverty the South African government provides 
for the following:

a. Social grants
b. Nutrition programmes 
c. Access to free basic education
d. Free health care 
e. Housing

2.1 Research each of the FIVE areas listed above and explains how the government is
contributing towards poverty alleviation.

(5x2) (10)

2.2 Provide an evaluation of the interventions listed above, showing both the 
advantages and disadvantages in each case.  Use a table format to answer this 
question

(5x2)
(5x2)

(20)

2.3 Critically discuss if government interventions to alleviate poverty are sustainable 
over a long period of time. (4x2) (8)

2.4 What role can the private sector play in poverty alleviation? (2x2) (4)
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2.5 Propose THREE ways in which the government can ensure that the help it offers 
is received only by the people who are in need. (3x2) (6)

3 Job creation

                                                                                           www.wiego.org

Poor people in the community who do not have jobs, try to make a living by: 
a. Gambling (e.g. Lottery, soccer betting, horse betting, and other)
b. Informal trading (e.g. car guarding/ car wash/plating hair/selling 

vegetables, etc.)

3.1 By referring to the ways listed above:

3.1.1 Briefly describe how poor people are able to earn a living using each of the 
strategies suggested above. (2x2) (4)

3.1.2 Evaluate both the effectiveness and ineffectiveness of each of the TWO ways 
above.  Use a table format to answer this question.

(2x2)
(2x2)

(8)

4 Conclusion

“Poverty is a global phenomenon”.

4.1

4.2

Interview 3-5 adults by using electronic or questioners on possible strategies to 
escape the poverty trap in future.  Use this information to provide practical advice 
to:

The South African youth on what actions they can take to avoid falling into the 
poverty trap in future (as adults).

(2x2) (4)
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The South African government on what steps need to be taken to ensure that the 
youth do not find themselves poverty stricken in future.

(2x2) (4)

TOTAL:  80

3


