
CHAPTER 9 

1. She is gentler than the other girls he has been in contact with. She is 

 innocent and her experiences and cultural differences make her more 

 fascinating to him. 

2. He usually awakes with being frustrated and unhappy since his father came 

 around. His father clearly gets under his skin. 

3. Mandla dares to address his father talking about something other than 

 politics. His father loses his temper and blame Mandla for being a born-free 

 and not caring about the reality in life. 

4. Mandla cleary is disrespecting his father, and we as reader do not expect this 

 because no one dares to not obey Mandla’s father the Chief.  

5. Mandla’s aunt prepares the full English breakfast that Mr Nkosi loves; 

 Mandla’s cousins sit quietly without squabbling and his sister listens when he 

 tells her not to go to work to show solidarity with the strikers. 

6. Mandla’s father realises that his sister, as a secretary, is not officially part of 

 the strike but he feels she should show her commitment to the cause and her 

 fellow-workers by not going to work either. 

7. MR Nkosi thinks the ‘born-free’ generation are selfish and focused on 

 themselves alone. He thinks they are not politically minded enough because 

 they weren’t part of the struggle. 

8. The family are shocked and sit in silence waiting for the chief’s response to 

 Mandla’s outburst. 

9. Mandla feels helpless and frustrated at constantly being told what his future 

 will hold for him as future chief. He doesn’t like having no control over his life. 

10. Mandla keeps on thinking about Lufuno as the princess of rain. His father 

 feels Aunt Andisiwe should not go to work in order to show solidarity with the 

 workers (she is a secretary at the factory). He gets angry when Mandla is 

 dismissive of the strike. His father keeps him out of school for the day to buy 

 solar panels for the village, in preparation for his future position as chief one 

 day. 

11. squabbling - fighting, arguing 

 bhuti  - isiXhosa for ‘brother’ 

 solidarity - to stick together and support each other 

 born-frees - people born after South Africa became a democracy in 1994 

 solar panels - panels that harness the sun’s energy 

 theoretical - based on theory not experience 



CHAPTER 10 

1. Ricardo offer to give Lufuno’s parents a lift to work to ensure that they arrive 

 at work safely. Anthony on the other hand does not agree with Ricardo. 

 Anthony also works at the factory but he is on strike. Anthony calls Ricardo a 

 traitor because he wants to help the Mukwevho family. 

2. She wants to ensure that Lufuno uses correct spelling and grammar, but to 

 no avail because Lufuno replies with abbreviated SMS language. 

3. Learners own digression and opinion. Briefly discuss the impact of using SMS 

 language. 

4. Noki laughs at Sim because he can’t be part of the WE if he doesn’t even 

 work. The only we there is, is their father. 

 Sim uses typical language for strikes. They bombard and provoke each other 

 into believing that if THEY stand together they can make anything happen. He 

 trying to make Lufuno understand that because her parents are not part of 

 the WE that stands together, they must be on the look-out. 

5. The factory has arranged special taxi-transport with a police escort for the 

 workers who have decided to continue working during the strike. 

6. Tshilidzi is an extrovert not afraid to show her feelings to all and sundry. 

 Lufuno is more introverted and sensitive and internalises her worries and 

 fears. Tshilidzi gives vent to her feelings by crying and laughing loudly 

 whenever, wherever she is inclined to do so. 

7. Learner’s own opinion. 

8. Learner must provide reason for their answer. 

9. Mrs Jantjies had sold Chantelle’s mother plants without any roots once and 

 since the she considers her to be a thief. 

10. Tshilidzi’s loud and inhabited singing to the latest pop song breaks the tension 

 slightly. As well as her having time to open up to Chantelle and Noki. 

11. She wants to be alone with her friends for a while and is willing to take the 

 risk of sending her sister out into the dangerous township under these 

 hazardous circumstances. 

12. Individual response must be accepted if properly motivated. 

 

 

 

 



13. Noki and Chantelle meet Lufuno at her house the next morning. They tell her 

 that a bakery truck has been stoned and set alight, the driver has landed up 

 in hospital. Lufuno and her family are threatened by the street corner thugs 

 as her friends walk her home. They collect Tshilidzi and visit a while at 

 Lufuno’s house. To have some private time with her friends, Lufuno sends 

 Tshilidzi to the spaza to buy more cooldrink and bribed her by saying she can 

 have a sweet too. 

14. piemper - colloquial Afrikaans for traitor 

 motley  - varied, messy, mixed up 

 drama queen - someone who is very dramatic 

 idolisation - strong admiration for someone 

 civil  - polite but not friendly 

 

 


