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MEMORANDUM 

CHAPTER 6 

1. The point of view shifts to Mandla. Mandla’s point of view is important 

 because we need to understand why and how he feels the way he feels. In 

 order to get to know the truth behind Mandla, we need his point of view. 

2. He wants to talk to her again. He doesn’t know why he took her bracelet but 

 it had something to do with her being different and with her eyes. He wants 

 to know what secrets and sadness she is hiding. He thought her name was 

 just as beautiful and gentle as the beads. 

3. He is a chief in the Eastern Cape. He wants to control everyone around him, 

 even Mandla. Image is important to him and he can’t understand why Mandla 

 is so free-spirited. 

4. Mandla greeted his father uncomfortably. He excused himself directly after 

 the meal, he does not want to sit around and talk with his father. 

5. His father is not a big man, but has a big presence.    

 Everyone is always rushing to serve him.     

 He thinks his father is a wise man.      

 He is a leader and respected by everyone.  

6. Learner’s own response but must have reference to the things that Mandla’s 

 father do. 

7. “sound as smooth” alliteration 

 “as smooth as the beads that he rolls between his fingers” simile 

 The repetition of the “s” sound (alliteration) emphasises the perception of the 

 smoothness of the beads which is compared to the name Lufuno (simile) 

 which enhances the gentle sound that the name evokes for Mandla. 

8. Although Mandla’s father, Mr Nkosi, is not a large man he has a large 

 presence. Everyone loves to greet him, laugh at his jokes, wanting to serve 

 him and admire him as a wise man and chief.  

9. Mandla’s girlfriend or a good friend. 

10. Mandla should not be nasty to him, he only came to give him a message from 

 his father. 

11. His father keeps him from practice to do unnecessary things.  
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12. Mandla’s uncle is involved in the union that is controlling the strike and his 

 aunt works in the bakery as a receptionist. After dinner conversation veers to 

 the On the Rise Bakery and the feelings is that things are going to get ugly as 

 the management are refusing to budge and the workers who are not striking 

 are perceived to be betraying those who are striking. 

13. Mandla is very defensive and emotional when he tells his aunt that both he 

 and his mother blame his father. The situations is very explosive as nobody 

 openly discusses the matter. It is simmering below the surface and not being 

 resolved. Not a healthy or happy state of affairs. 

14. Mr Nkosi feels that the fight between the workers at the bakery is dici=viding 

 the people and that it has to stop. 

15. Uta’mnci Bongani is passionate about politics, he is Mandla’s uncle (his 

 father’s younger brother) and he is part of the union. 

16. Mandla’s father likes to make Mandla aware that he is the boss by insisting 

 that as the chief’s only son he should answer to beck his call. In this chapter 

 he has to go home to have supper at Aunt Andisiwe’s house where they are 

 staying and receives the instruction that in the afternoon he cannot go to 

 soccer practice he has to help his aunt clear out a storeroom. 

17. Mandla’s Father - Chief of a Village in the Eastern Cape. He is well 

 (Mr Nkosi)   travelled and well respected. HE and Mandla has a 

     difficult relationship because Mandla is autocratic. 

     Mandla is in Cape Town to gain education and he 

     criticises Mandla for shunning politics. Mandla  

     blames his father for something that happened. 

 Aunt Andisiwe - Mandla’s aunt works in the office at the bread  

     factory. She is an independent spirit. She does not 

     enjoy being cast in the stereotypical role of the 

     African ‘mama’. She has a mind of her own. She is 

     kind to Mandla and is understanding of his  

     position. 

 Mandla’s mother - Only mentioned that she also blames Mandla’s  

     father for something that happened. 

 Bongani  - Bongani is part of the union. He is in a leadership 

     position. He is a well-known and respected  

     member of his community. Once he starts talking 

     politics he does not stop. He is driven by politics. 
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 Nandi   - The girl on Mandla’s screensaver on his phone. 

 Mandla’s cousin - Bring Mandla the message from his father that he 

     can’t go to practice he must go help his father. 

18. Mandla is fascinated by Lufuno and he is looking forward to seeing her again 

 to return her bracelet. Mandla’s soccer team won their match. His father, a 

 chief from the Eastern Cape, arrives unexpectedly and attends the match. 

 Before supper in Aunt Andisiwe’s house we learn that Mandla is 

 uncomfortable around his father. The family discuss the strike which is 

 expected to become violent. Mandla’s father instructs him to skip soccer 

 practice in order to help his aunt the next day. 

19. jubilantly   - very happily 

elation    - joy, raised spirits 

jovial    - funny, good-humoured 

succulent   - juicy and moist 

budge    - move 

defensive   - quick to take offence 

uta’mnci   - isiXhosa for ‘uncle’ 

stance    - the way you are standing 

don’t shoot the messenger - don’t be rude to the person who is brining 

     you a message from someone else 
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CHAPTER 7 

1. Lufuno’s mother was very ill from tuberculosis. Something tragic happened 

 with her best friend Dudu. She had to leave her school and home in 

 Johannesburg and move to Cape Town. 

2. The reference to the fact that she was lost in the forest refers to the fact that 

 she feels lost, alone and afraid in her new surroundings in Cape Town. The 

 fact that she is running and tripping in the forest indicates that she is running 

 away from her troubles and keep on making mistakes in her new 

 environment. She hears Dudu’s voice because she is missing her but because 

 she is gone her presence keeps on evading Lufuno. 

3. We as readers try to understand why Lufuno can’t meet up with Dudu in her 

 dream. It creates suspense. 

4. Lufuno feels afraid and insecure of the threats she receives because her 

 parents are still working notwithstanding the strike. 

5. Rocks had been thrown onto Noki’s roof as a warning. Groups are forming 

 that might swell into a protest mob. Smash and grab opportunities might 

 arise later because people are drinking and felling themselves for violence 

 later in the day. 

6. Sindi and her crew replaced Lufuno’s chair with a broken one. Lufuno gets up, 

 bites her lip to not cry and thinks that it is a stupid childish joke. 

7. - 

8. Learner’s own response regarding bullying. Own motivation in connection with 

 the appropriateness of Sindi’s behaviour required. 

9. Sindy falsely accuses Lufuno of spying and wanting to trap Mandla. When 

 Chantelle calls Sindi toxic Lufuno mentally compares her to a venomous 

 mamba seeking out its prey, waiting to inject venom into the prey’s vains. It 

 is an effective comparison because it illustrates Sindi’s vindictive behaviour 

 accurately. 

10. The fact that Mandla looks like a storm cloud today is effective because this is 

 how Lufuno has been feeling since she moved to Cape Town, over casted. 

 Their moods seem to attract one another even more, and they get a chance 

 to finally deal with their cropped up emotions. 

11. Funeka tells Lufuno to ignore Sindi as she is obviously jealous of her and the 

 fact that Mandla is interested in her. Her response does reflect the average 

 learner’s response to the situation because Sindi’s behaviour is so obvious. 

12. The unemployed men in the township are drinking to work up courage to 

 plunder and steal later in the day when the strike reaches its climax. 
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13. When people become a part of mob violence they are no longer held 

 personally accountable. They lose their identity and responsibility and get 

 carried away with mass hysteria. 

14. No, we were under impression that Mandla was not going to meet up with 

 Lufuno because he is nowhere to be seen. Suddenly as the tax is about to 

 leave he asks Lufuno to go with him. It is definitely a cliff-hanger because we 

 want to know why he stopped her and asked her to go with him. 

15. The scene at the end of chapter 1 when the dropouts prevented Lufuno to 

 get on the taxi to her first day of school. 

16. Funeka – the girl in Lufuno’s class. She is kind to Lufuno in the face of Sindi’s 

 nastiness. She remains a flat character – one without development and one 

 that does not contribute to the action or plot of the novel. 

 Thando – the boy Mandla nearly hits during the English lesson. He remains an 

 unknown character and merely acts as an aggressor for the plot to continue 

 moving forward. The incident with Thando teaches the reader, through the 

 gossiping of the boys that Lufuno overhears afterwards, they suspect he has 

 a girlfriend in the Eastern Cape. 

17. Lufuno’s sleep is disturbed most nights by nightmares about Dudu. The radio 

 news reports on the demands of a 15% wage increase at the On Rise Bakery 

 strike, called by the Food Manufacturers Union (FMU). The community in the 

 township is tense about the strike. Sindi again humiliates Lufuno by replacing 

 her chair in class with a broken one, causing her to fall. Mandla has to serve 

 break-detentions because he nearly hits a boy in class. Lufuno hears rumours 

 of Mandla having a girlfriend back in the Eastern Cape. She also learns that 

 his father is a chief and that they are a wealthy family. Mandla stops Lufuno 

 from boarding a taxi. 

18. towering - standing high above something or someone 

 ritual  - something that you do, a regularly established routine 

 mob justice - when people take justice into their own hands instead of using the 

    police or courts 

 triumphantly - celebrating victory 

 objects  - doesn’t agree with 

 skyf  - colloquial Afrikaans for cigarette 

 hover  - to wait about someone or something (linger about) 

 klapped  - Afrikaans for hit 

 toxic  - chemical poison 

 venomous - poisonous like some snakes 

 wary  - cautious of 
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CHAPTER 8 

1. The fact that Lufuno decides to accompany Mandla, shows that she is willing 

 to follow her heart in spite of her strict upbringing and parents’ admonitions. 

 She is obviously smitten by Mandla. 

2. The fact that Lufuno pays for her own sprite indicates that she is independent 

 and does not expect of boys to do everything for her, like Sindi, for attention. 

 This makes Mandla like her even more, the fact that she is different. 

3. Mandla takes Lufuno to a park. The park is rather just an open plot of land 

 with a wooden bench, a broken swing and a scraggly patch of grass. The 

 surroundings cannot be considered remotely romantic but their experience 

 there is intensely emotional and intimate. This is indicative of the fact that 

 surrounding can blur into unimportance if the people are only interested in 

 each other and not in the external factors. 

4. Lufuno decides to follow her instincts and instead of going home, she goes to 

 the park with Mandla against her mother’s specific wishes. The fact that she 

 is not typical and dutiful at all times makes her a more believable and 

 rounded character.  This also makes Lufuno more relatable for a teenage 

 reading audience. 

5. When Lufuno’s cold drink fizzes out when she opens the bottle and they jump 

 to wipe away the sticky mess, the awkwardness was overcome. 

6. Lufuno is jokingly referring to Sindi who she says would love to get her father 

 to buy her a boyfriend like Mandla, who is actually a chief’s son. This makes 

 him expensive in the reverse lobola situation. The usual way is for the man to 

 pay lobola for the girl he wishes to marry. 

7. Mandla is from a chief’s family and Lufuno is not from a wealthy family. The 

 parents are disapproving of their relationship. They are in love and they meet 

 in secret. 

8. Lufuno tells Mandla that Modjaji is from the Balobedu tribe south of Venda 

 and that she even speaks a different language. 

9. Her mother has always warned Lufuno against boys in general because she 

 wants her to first focus on her studies, she also wants Lufuno to eventually 

 meet and marry a Tsivenda boy from her hometown. They are also concerned 

 about what might happen during this period of unrest due to the strike. 

 (Any two facts) 

10. Mandla kisses Lufuno while Tshilidzi peeped through the door with her mother 

 standing behind her. The glare clearly indicated that she is not happy. It is 

 bad timing because now Lufuno is in trouble that she really does not need at 

 this stage. She also does not want to disappoint her parents, which she 

 clearly did after today. 
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11. Lufuno’s mother wants her to do well in school, go to university and marry a 

 young man from her own culture. 

12. This line clearly indicates how upset Lufuno’s mother is with her. She is so 

 mad that she is slicing the food with force and the words she utters towards 

 Lufuno also comes out with force. 

13. This means that she is so upset that she might become sick again. She should 

 not become sick again. 

14. Learners own response. 

15. Lufuno and Mandla walk to a deserted park and he asks her to tell him more 

 about Venda. They talk about Modjaji, the Rain Queen and ‘Romeo and Juliet’ 

 and he asks Lufuno if he can keep her bracelet for luck until after Saturday’s 

 soccer match. Lufuno’s mother sees Mandla kissing her goodbye and she is 

 very disappointed because her daughter has been disobedient.  

16. googled  - looked up on the internet 

 Romeo and Juliet - a tragic play by William Shakespeare in which the 

     lovers are from warring families. Both Romeo and 

     Juliet die in the end. 

 billowing  - rising up 

 feeble   - weak 

 khali   - traditional Tshivenda clay pots 

 into shreds  - into small pieces 

 blurts out  - say something suddenly 

 quivering  - shaking, trembling 

 

 


