
 

 

 

GRADE 8A 

ENGLISH HOME LANGUAGE 

 

LOCKDOWN PROGRAMME 

 

 

ALL WORK IS TO BE DONE IN YOUR WORKBOOK 

 

WEEK 15-18 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Dearest learners 

 

Here we are entering yet another phase of our journey through this year.  

 

It is heart sore that we will not be seeing each other as soon as we expected, but we will see 

each other one of these days. We are living in uncertain times, full of changes and adjustments 

but we will prevail.  

 

 

 

 

There is new work outlined for you, which we would have covered together if you were here. 

Please keep up to date with all your work. It is vital that you are up to date when you return as 

the year is quickly nearing the end and we need to have the work done for exams. 

 

 

 

 

 

Should you be unsure of any of the work given, please watch the video lessons made and ask 

if there are any other videos that  I could make to assist you in areas you may need help in.  

 

Everything that you need for your work will be loaded each week on teams, WhatsApp and the 

website. You are welcome to access any of these platforms.  

Stay safe and stay awesome. xxx     

 https://youtu.be/zGB7IWklW3s     
        

Mamma H - Sarah Hattingh 

https://youtu.be/zGB7IWklW3s


WORK SCHEDULE 

20 – 24 July 

 

 

  READ – A BOOK, MAGAZINE, NEWSPAPER ARTICLE OF YOUR CHOICE –  

            SIT BACK AND RELAX  
 
 
 

  DO: 

 

 

1. Listen to the song – POEM 14 https://youtu.be/8yhsxnY0moU  and answer the questions 

supplied  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/8yhsxnY0moU


                                                        ANALYSIS AND ORAL DISCUSSION                      

 

 

(from "Imagine: John Lennon" soundtrack) 

Imagine there's no heaven 

It's easy if you try 

No hell below us 

Above us only sky 

Imagine all the people       5 

Living for today... Aha-ah... 

 

Imagine there's no countries 

It isn't hard to do 

Nothing to kill or die for 

And no religion, too        10 

Imagine all the people 

Living life in peace... You... 

 

You may say I'm a dreamer 

But I'm not the only one 

I hope someday you'll join us      15 

And the world will be as one 

 

Imagine no possessions 

I wonder if you can 

No need for greed or hunger 

A brotherhood of man       20 

Imagine all the people 

Sharing all the world... You... 

 

You may say I'm a dreamer 

But I'm not the only one 

I hope someday you'll join us 

And the world will live as one     25 

 

POEM 14 

IMAGINE  

by JOHN LENNON 

 



 

 

 

 

Lennon's basic theme in "Imagine" is that of the world moving beyond the old 
conflicts, divisions, and beliefs to a new realm in which mankind's potential 
goodness can be achieved. It is a kind of utopia compressed into the format of a 
popular song. 

Religion, national and racial divisions, and capitalism are the principal beliefs or 
practices Lennon wishes humanity to transcend. The goal, as he states it, is "a 
brotherhood of man." His song is a twentieth-century analogue to two famous 
poems from the eighteenth-century Enlightenment, Burns's "A Man's a Man for a' 
That", and Friedrich Schiller's "Ode to Joy" (set to music by Beethoven in his 
Ninth Symphony). It's significant that "Imagine" is so powerful that it is (or was 
until recently) played on mainstream US radio stations in spite of the radical, anti-
traditional ideas it expresses. Like previous thinkers, Lennon is envisioning a 
paradise on earth, but one that can only be achieved if people reject the old ideas 
that have divided them and caused endless pain and suffering. The most 
significant verse is: 

Imagine there's no countries 

It isn't hard to do 

Nothing to kill or die for 

And no religion too. 

Lennon's message is relevant today, nearly a half century later. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS & ACTIVITIES 

 

Analysis 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

WORK SCHEDULE 

27 – 31 July 

 

 
 

  READ – A BOOK, MAGAZINE, NEWSPAPER ARTICLE OF YOUR CHOICE –  

            SIT BACK AND RELAX  
 
 
 
 

  DO: 

 

 

 

1. Watch the video on FORMAL LETTERS and INFORMAL LETTERS – (Link to be supplied) 
 

2. Using your writing booklet, study the formats of these two vital pieces of writing. 
Complete your own FORMAL and INFORMAL letters using the topics below. 
 
 

• Write a formal letter of complaint to the manager of the “Pink Piggy” restaurant. 
You ordered a delicious pie of the day to enjoy with your family, upon biting into the pie 
you discover that it was full of maggots.  
  
 

• Write an informal letter to the author of your favourite book.  Tell them what you enjoyed 
most about the book and the characters.  You could also ask about a sequel to the book or 
give him/her advice on how you would have written the ending of the book. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

TRANSACTIONAL WRITING: 

 

 Informal Formal 

 

Audience 

 

• writing to a friend or a member 

of your family.  

• language and tone will be 

informal with a friendly 

approach 

• may have a chatty tone but 

slang is not allowed 

 

• writing to a person you may not 

know personally or who you 

know in a more formal way. 

• language and tone isformal 

• always be polite 

 

 

Purpose  

 

• to keep in touch with someone 

you know or are related to.  

• to give information and enquire 

about things that are of mutual 

interest e.g. family matters, 

gossip or sharing news, 

congratulate or sympathise 

• to apply for a job 

• to give your views on an issue 

of concern to you 

• to complain 

• to request information 

 

Format 

 

• include your address and the 

date.  

• salutation will be formal with 

use of the first or familiar name 

e.g. Dear Gran, Dear Andy.  

• ending/closing will be informal, 

such as ‘Your best friend/ Yours 

sincerely/Your favourite niece’ 

• include your address and the 

date 

• include the address of the 

recipient.  

• salutation is more formal, ‘Dear 

Mr Monyaki’ or ‘Dear 

Sir/Madam’  

• include topic line 

• ending/closing will be formal 

such as ‘Yours faithfully.’ (If 

letter was started with the 

name of the person  ‘Dear Mr 

Monyaki’ then the letter may 

end with ‘Yours sincerely’  

• signature and name of sender 

 

Content 

 

• topic will tell you what the 

content should be.  

• plan opening paragraph, central 

points and organise what you 

want to say.  

• topic will tell you what the 

content should be.  

• plan opening paragraph, central 

points and organise what you 

want to say.  

• arguing or putting across your 

points logically is important and 

strengthens your case 

• be concise and to the point 



LETTERS! 

Remember:  

• If the letter is international, then the address must have ‘South Africa’ written under the town. 

• Use an original introduction 

• Remember the tone of your piece is very important. 

• If you write an informal letter, do not end with ‘yours sincerely or yours faithfully’ 

• A formal letter, remember you are writing to a person, not to a company. 
Letter to the editor: 

• There is no ‘dear’ when you start writing, you just write ‘Sir’ or ‘Madam’ (if you know it is a woman) 

• You are writing to the readers of the paper not the editor, so make sure of the tone. 

• Use third person (he/she) not second person (you) 

• Use a fake name and address in your final exam in the address.  Make it up! 
 

EXAMPLE OF AN INFORMAL LETTER 

                                                                                                           8 Serengeti Street 

                                                                                                           Triangle 

                                                                                                           Smallville 

                                                                                                           2037 

                                                                                                           12 February 2018 

 

Dear Uncle Bully 

 

It was great………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

I am planning to ………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

 

My mother ……………………………………………………………………………………... 

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

 

I want to thank ………………………………………………………………………………. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

Yours sincerely 

Bongani 

 

(138 words) 



 

EXAMPLE OF A FORMAL LETTER: 

                                                                                                                                                    8 Serengeti Street 

                                                                                                                                                                     Triangle 

                                                                                                                                                                    Smallville 

                                                                                                                                                                           2037 

                                                                                                                                                       12 February 2018 

 

The Editor 

The Triangle Tribune 

PO Box 123 

Smallville 

2037 

 

Sir /Madam 

 

Electricity and water disruptions 

 

During the past month we have experienced ……………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

The consequences of these disruptions ………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

 

Several requests were made to the municipality to investigate the cause of these  

disruptions but to date they have not responded.  Going public with our plight is our 

last resort……. 

 

Yours faithfully 

B Monyaki 

B Monyaki                                                                                                         (142 words) 

 

                                                            Your signature must be here 

 

 

 

 

State the problem 

Provide more detail 

Suggest 

possible 

solution 

NOTE: Any formal letter must be 

addressed to a specific person – be 

guided by the brief in the question. 



 

NOTE 

The letters listed below can take the format of either the informal or the formal letter depending on the 

question! 

 

Type of letter Informal Formal 

 

 

A letter of thanks to a 

family member that 

contributed to your 

studies. 

A letter to a company 

thanking them for their 

donation. 

 

A letter of request to your 

nephew requesting 

assistance with a difficult 

subject. 

A letter of request to a 

company requesting 

assistance with aproject at 

school. 

 

A letter of complaint to a 

neighbour regarding the 

incessant barking of his 

dogs. 

A letter of complaint to 

the municipality regarding 

the non-removal of 

refuse. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WORK SCHEDULE 

3 Aug – 7 Aug 

 

  

  READ – A BOOK, MAGAZINE, NEWSPAPER ARTICLE OF YOUR CHOICE –  

            SIT BACK AND RELAX  

  DO: 

 

1. Read the PDF on PREPARED SPEECHES (to be supplied separately) 
 
 

2. Use the attached assessment criteria – Complete your prepared speech – record it and Whatsapp 
it to your teacher on the date outlined on the task page.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BETHLEHEM VOORTREKKER 
COMPREHENSIVE SCHOOL 

ENGLISH HOME LANGUAGE  
GRADE 8 

Task 6: ORAL: Prepared Speech - Term 3 

Paper total:  20 marks      Time: Class time [2-3 min] 

Set by:  S.Hattingh                                                   Moderated: C. Craven 

                                                                                           HOD: D. de Villiers  

                                                  
 
 
 
 
NAME: ___________________________________________  CLASS:_____________  DATE:___________             

 

Follow the set of guidelines listed below, when preparing your oral: 
• Make sure you understand the topic as your own opinion is essential. 

• You need an introduction, body and conclusion 

o Introduction: read your quotation; then capture your audiences’ attention by 

focusing on your topic immediately. 

o Body: here you motivate and support your answer as well as give the 

answers to the relevant questions. 

o Conclusion: leave your listeners with something to ponder over. 

• Be original.  Use good language, no slang or colloquial expressions.  Formal 

language is better, NO: “likes”; “stuff”; “guys”; “kids”; “yeah”; “gonna” etc. 

• Pay attention to body language and eye contact.  These are important. 

• Speak clearly and loud enough for everyone in the class to hear. 

• The length should be about 2-3 minutes and a written copy (±2 pages) should be 

handed in when you do your oral, so that it can be put into your file. 

• Please use cue cards, as if you read your oral, you will be penalised.   

• The rubric on the back of the page will be used.  Please consult it to determine the 

level of intensity that will be needed for your oral.   

• This orals mark will be reworked to 10 marks. 

DO NOT READ YOUR SPEECH 

INSTRUCTIONS AND INFORMATION    

TOPIC: Do research and prepare an oral of 2-3 minutes on ONE of the following topics. 

Once you are ready to present your oral, make a video of it and send it to your teacher on, or 

before the 10 August 2020. No late orals will be accepted.  

1) How does TV affect the consciousness of modern children and is this done purposefully to 

enforce mind control in future adults? 

2) The evolution of video games. 

3) Schools should embrace the changes being made and remain semi- online fascilities like 

universities.  

4) Is there really freedom on the Internet? Who is watching us?

          /20 

 

        % Level:    



Grade 8  

Home Language Oral Rubric 

 PREPARED SPEECH 

TOTAL {     /2 } = _______/20 

 

Code/ Criteria 
Outstanding  

8-10 

Meritorious 

6-7 

Substantial 

5-6 

Adequate 

4-5 

Moderate 

3-4 

Elementary 

2-3 

Not achieved 

0-2 

Research Skills  10 

Convincing evidence 
that a wide range of 

interesting and 
relevant sources (5-6) 
have been consulted. 

 
References included 

  

Sound evidence that a 
wide range of 

interesting and 
relevant sources (4-5) 
have been consulted. 

 
References included  

Good evidence that a 
wide range of 

interesting and 
relevant sources (3-4) 
have been consulted. 

 
References included  

Satisfactory evidence 
that relevant sources (2-
3) have been consulted. 

 
References included  

Some evidence that 
relevant sources (1-2) 
have been consulted 

. 
References not 
included/ Basic 

references given  

Limited evidence of 
partial use of sources 

 relevant sources ( 
 

References not 
included/ Basic 

references given  

If sources were used, 
there is little or no 

evidence in the 
presentation ( 

 
References not 
included/ Basic 

references given  

Planning and 
Organisation of 

content 
10 

Thoroughly planned 
according to task, 

audience, context and 
format 

Very well planned 
according to task, 

audience, context and 
format 

Well planned 
according to task, 
audience, context and 
format 

Satisfactory planning 
according to task, 

audience, context and 
format 

Adequate planning 
according to task, 

audience, context and 
format 

Evidence of some 
planning according to 

task, audience, 
context and format 

No evidence of 
planning according to 

task, audience, 
context and format 

Tone and Speaking 
Skills 10 

Fluent, skilled and 
animated presenter – 
appropriate style and 

register 
 

Clearly audible and 
articulate 

 
Confident delivery 

with little use of cue 
cards 

Very good presenter – 
appropriate style and 

register 
 

Audible and articulate 
 

Cue cards used 
effectively and with 

confidence 

Good presenter – 
appropriate style and 

register 
 

Largely audible and 
articulate 

 
Cue cards/ Notes used 

effectively  

Reasonably fluent 
presenter – appropriate 

style and register 
 

Reasonably clear and 
audible articulation 

 
Some dependency on 

notes 

Sometimes fluent 
presenter – 

appropriate style and 
register 

 
Adequately audible 

and articulate 
 

Use of notes often 
detract from 

presentation/ Reads 
speech 

Hesitant, lacks 
expression. Lacks 
fluency, mostly 

inappropriate style 
and register.  

 
Articulation not clear 

and hardly audible 
 

Dependant on notes/ 
Reads speech 

Inappropriate tone, 
style and register 

 
Sloppy indistinct 

articulation mostly 
inaudible. 

 
Totally dependant on 
notes/ Reads speech 

Critical awareness of 
language usage 10 

Thorough mature 
vocabulary and 

language. 

Very good mature 
vocabulary and 

language. 

Good vocabulary and 
language. 

Reasonably mature 
vocabulary and 

language. 

Adequate vocabulary 
and language usage 

Limited vocabulary 
and language usage 

Very limited 
vocabulary and 
language usage 



 

WORK SCHEDULE 

10 – 14 Aug 

 

 
 

 

 To submit your ORAL – 10 August 2020 

 

 

 

 

  READ – A BOOK, MAGAZINE, NEWSPAPER ARTICLE OF YOUR CHOICE –  

            SIT BACK AND RELAX  

  DO:  

 

 

1. Take a break this week to catch up with all outstanding work and prepare for school 
next week. 
  

2. Bring all of your work with you next week. 
 

3. Revise “Stig of the Dump” and poems 1-4 in preparation for the upcoming 
assessments. 
 
Use the resources in the STIG and POETRY files on TEAMS to assist you.  

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


