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DREAMING OF 
LIGHT 

CHAPTER 1 
Thinking about the way Regile is pictured on the cover, how happy do you 

think he is with the life he leads? 



IN DEPTH ANALYSIS 

Setting the scene and introducing the main characters, Regile and Taiba. 

The problem is also introduced. Regile is in charge  of the team of boys 

who have been trafficked into South Africa to work underground at this 

mine. He survives the horrors of being underground by being aloof and 

refusing to hope for anything different or better, It becomes difficult to 

keep this up when Taiba begins to ask him questions about things he has 

not allowed himself to think about and to express his hope that they will 

be rescued. 

p.1 „They must be … older 

than these two.‟ (line 6-7) 

Regile, who we later find out was also one 

of the stolen boys, has been held „captive‟ 

for almost 4 years now.  Working in the 

mines has numbed his senses and 

therefore it feels as if he has worked there 

forever. The other boys are inexperienced, 

this lays in contrast with Regile‟s „years‟ of 

experience. He also has more responsibility 

and knowledge of the dangers of the mine, 

therefore he feels much older.  



p.7 „The bigger boy is … 

signifies something good.‟ 

(line 8-10) 

The lift in his voice is referring to optimism. 

He is happy cheerful. „good‟ can refer back 

to the title here. He is a new recruit, he is 

naïve and blindly believes that there will be 

hope/light. Something good is going to 

happen. 

p.7 „Recruits. That‟s what he 

… expecting me to believe 

him.‟ (line 14-15) 

IRONY -  A recruit is someone who willingly 

signs up for a service, is officially hired and 

receives a salary. These boys did not sign 

up, neither were they hired to do illegal 

mining. They were lured in with lies and are 

now held as slaves (captives) who don‟t get 

paid.  

p.7-

8 

„You cant see people‟s 

faces … That was two 

months ago.‟ (line 17- line 

3 on p.8) 

Links to the theme of slavery. After years of 

working as a captive, stolen from your 

country and forced to work you become 

faceless and unrecognisable. You are just 

another worker and your identity is lost 

forever. 



p.8 „He had no idea  … 

earning good money.‟ (line 

7-10) 

That is why he is so happy to be there, 

these children are taken from very poor 

places and they are made promises that 

they will be paid a lot of money. So this 

gives them the idea that they will be 

earning and providing for their families like 

men. 

p.8 “I hadn‟t seen the two … 

up from the mine.‟ (line 13-

16) 

The boys are smuggled at night because 

they are illegal immigrants and they are  

kept locked up in a shed because if they 

wander around freely they might get caught 

and deported or they will try to escape 

because they are slaves. 

p.12 „Papa Mavuso will … 

bribery up there…”‟ (line 2-

4) 

Papa is the head of the syndicate. His 

name Papa links to a fatherly figure that 

looks after the boys. You associate love, 

trust, care and a support system with a 

father. 

Taiba thinks that the police is going to help 

him because he is very young and naïve 

still. That is what he was taught, the police 

are the good guys. 



p.12 „It feels strange to … I‟m 

like a ghost.‟ (line 19-21) 

SIMILE - Regile compares himself to the 

spirit of a dead person. This is true for all of 

the recruits because it seems as if they 

stop existing once they go underground. 

They never see the light and do not live like 

other human beings. The young boys are 

treated as if they do not matter. Further, 

they are also illegally in the country without 

documents to prove they exist. Even their 

families do not know exactly where they 

are. This makes the feel sorry for Regile 

because he is now worthless, hopeless. All 

of his hopes and dreams were stolen from 

him. 

p.14

-15 

„My hearing has grown 

sharp … We‟re intruders 

here.‟ (line 29- line 2 p.15) 

PERSONIFICATION – „the earth gets ready 

to punish us. The earth is given the human 

qualities of being able to punish. This gives 

us the idea that the earth is unhappy that 

theses miners are there and she will take 

revenge. 



p.15 „But Spike Maphosa … 

know small-small.‟ (line 11-

12) 

Taiba‟s English is broken and bad because 

he is a foreigner and he cannot speak the 

language properly. 

p.16 „So then I lie and think 

about … and then look 

away.‟ (line 1-10) 

TITLE EXPLANATION – These boys 

trapped down there in the mine is there for 

months on end (Regile says that it has 

been 2 months that they have been 

underground) they have  no light except for 

their dim lamps. So they literally dream of 

light all the different types of light that they 

can remember. But they also dream of light 

figuratively. Light is a symbol of hope and 

for the recruits this hope is the freedom that 

they are going to be free not be held 

captive anymore. 



SYMBOLS 

LIGHT 

Light represents purity, 

goodness, clarity, 

insight, knowledge and 

most importantly hope, 

that there will be an end 

to the struggle that you 

are facing.  

DARKNESS 

The opposite of the 

goodness and hope 

associated with light, 

darkness embodies evil, 

the unknown and 

negativity. 



SYNDICATE CHAIN OF 

COMMAND 

Papa Mavuso 

Head of the syndicate 

Regile Dlamini 
(Swazi) 

In charge of recruits, gets to go 
home, does not carry a gun 

Taiba Nhaca 

(Mozambique) 

Optimistic about escape 

Aires 

Faceman  

(South African) 

Send foreigners to the most 
dangerous parts of the mine  

Other members 
of syndicate 

Still unknown 

A syndicate is an 

organisation or gang of 

criminals who come 

together to carry out 

illegal activities to benefit 

everyone in the group. 

The illegal mines are run 

by criminal syndicates 

who traffic children to 

work illegally on the 

mines as zama zamas. 

 

 

Spike Maphosa 

Is he real or just a myth 



We meet our main 

character and narrator 

Regile Dlamini 

PLOT STRUCTURE: EXPOSITION 

(INTRODUCTION TO THE PLOT) 

The problem is introduced: 

illegal mining child labour 

and –trafficking. 

Other characters are 

introduced: Papa Mavuso, 

Taiba Nhaca, Faceman 

Main character is 

already experiencing 

inner conflict 

Title explanation  



THEME 

Human trafficking / child labour  

The practice of child trafficking is widespread in Southern Africa and 
internationally. Child trafficking happens when children, particularly from poverty-
stricken families, are lured (trapped) by promises of money and education. They 
leave their families to go with strangers who use them or sell them on as slave 
labour.  

Evidence of theme in text  

The author is showing us how real this is in our own country. He uses the situation 
that Regile, Taiba, Aires and the other zama zamas are trapped in to show us an 
example of human trafficking. The boys in the story were tricked into believing that 
they could earn lots of money to send home to their families. Instead they earn 
very little, if anything at all, and are prevented from escaping. The work they are 
made to do is very dangerous and unhealthy. Both Taiba and Aires are very young 
and very small so they are very useful to the miners who can send them into 
narrow underground tunnels, where they could easily be trapped.  

What makes the situation even worse is that they are in South Africa illegally. They 
not only live in fear of their bosses who run the mines, but also in fear of being 
caught by the police. Their fear of leaving the mines and being caught gives the 
gang bosses even more power over the children in the mines. 


