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Read the page 64 to 68 of your reader.

Plot Description

Klausner is a man obsessed with sound. He has a theory that there are many, many sounds in the world that 

humans are just unable to hear due to their high frequencies. He explains to his doctor that he has invented 

a machine that will allow him to tune in to those frequencies and convert those pitches into audible sound. 

The first time he tries it out in his yard, he hears shrieking in his headphones as his neighbor cuts roses 

from her garden. Each time a flower is cut, he hears a shriek. The next day, he tries a bigger experiment. He 

takes an axe and swings it into a large beech tree. He is horrified to hear the deep and pathetic moan that 

the tree makes in response. Klausner rushes back to the house and calls his doctor. “Please come. Come 

quickly. I want someone to hear it. It’s driving me mad!” he says. The doctor agrees to come over and listen 

to the headphones, but just as Klausner takes a second swing at the tree a large branch crashes down 

between them and destroys the machine. Klausner is deeply shaken and asks the doctor to paint the tree’s 

cuts with iodine. The doctor claims not to have heard anything, but he agrees to Klausner’s demands and 

dresses the wounds.



Questions:

1. Look up the meaning of the following words:

a. spasmodic b. shriek c. instinctively d. inanimate

e. spellbound

2. Who is the main character?

3. What is he building?

4. What does it do that surprises him?

5. How does Klaussner treat the doctor in the beginning of the story?

6. How does Klausner treat the doctor at the end of the story?

7. Write down which part of the story matches each stage of the plot:

a. exposition –

b. rising action –

c. climax –

d. falling action –

e. resolution -

Remember:

Skip a line after each answer

Write with a blue/black pen


