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Poetry Terminology 

 

A poem is a composition in a verse that paints a picture.  The history of the writer and the 

time in which the poem was written, is important to give you background. 

Poems have... 

o A theme – This is a main idea in the poem.  It can be obvious (explicit) or implied 

(explicit).  Sometimes it is just about personal feelings. 

o Form – A poem has stanzas, but can be one long verse.  Free verse is when there is 

no structure, rhythm or pattern.  Poets use ‘poetic licence’.  Enjambment is also 

used. 

o Diction – The word choice influences the rhythm and mood of the poem, like slang, 

colloquial language (ordinary or casual language) and repetition. 

o Tone – This the feeling the poet wants to create. E.g. friendly, sharp, sarcastic, 

ironic, angry, condescending, humorous.  The tone CREATES the mood. 

o Imagery – The poet uses literal and figurative language to evoke an emotion in the 

reader, creating a picture.  Metaphors, similes and personification is used for 

comparing and sound devices like alliteration, assonance and onomatopoeia 

enhances the picture/image. 

o Rhythm – This helps the flow.  If it is meant to be slow, then it is a sombre poem.  If 

it is meant to be fast, then it is a happy poem.  Rhyme depends on sound, not sight. 

▪ Alternate rhyme – ABAB CDCD EFEF 

▪ Enclose rhyme – ABBA CDDC EFFE 

▪ Coupled rhyme – AABB CCDD EEFF 

         HL    

▪ Monorhyme – poem using the same scheme throughout the poem 

▪ Limerick – 5 lined rhyme scheme – AABBA CCDDC 

o 2 Types of Poetry: 

• Narrative poetry – This tells a story, with a beginning, middle, climax and 

ending.  It is usually about historical, political and family events.  There are 4 

types of narrative poetry: 

✓ The Ballad – The oldest type, which was usually sung.  It is usually 

about love, death, war, adventure or bravery.  It has a strong beat.  

Balladeers today are songwriters. 

✓ The Epic – This is a long poem about a historical figure or event. 

✓ The Allegory – This usually appears in the form of an extended 

metaphor.  It has a hidden (veiled) moral meaning. 

✓ Dramatic Monologue – This is spoken in the first person and the 

speaker addresses an invisible recipient.  It has a story line. 

• The Lyric  

✓ Sonnet – This is a poem with 14 lines, conveying the poet’s feelings.  It 

has a set rhyme scheme.  There are types of sonnets: 

o Petrarchan/Italian Sonnet – This has an octave (8 lines) 

and a sestet (6 lines).  Octave – abbaabba; sestet – 

cdecde, cdccdc, or cdedce. 

o English/Shakespearian Sonnet – it has 3 quatrains 

(stanza with 4 lines) and a rhyming couplet.  The couplet 
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usually contradicts the rest of the poem.  ABAB CDCD 

EFEF GG 

✓ The Ode – This is a tribute in praise of something.  It is very personal. 

✓ The Elegy – Written in response to the death of a person or group. 

Poetry and Literature Terminology: 

1. Simile – This is a comparison between two things using ‘like’ or ‘as’ ONLY!  

e.g. Clothes wave like tattered flags.  

e.g. He is as fat as a pig. 

 

2. Metaphor – This is a direct comparison between two seemingly unlike things. 

e.g. He is a pig. 

e.g. I was to her a fragrant lake of blood. 

 

3. Personification – This is where an inanimate (‘dead’) object gets attributed 

(given) a human or living quality. 

e.g. Pregnant clouds 

e.g.dancing trees 

 

4. Alliteration – This is the repetition of initial letters or sounds, CONSONANTS.  

e.g. Luke looked left as he loosely swung his backpack. 

Note: Always underline the letter being repeated in a test or exam. 

 

5. Assonance – This is the repetition of vowel sounds.  This includes sounds like 

‘ow’ or ‘ou’ 

e.g. How now brown cow 

e.g. On the fine wire of her whine she walked. 

 

6. Onomatopoeia – The sounds of the words imitate the word they are describing. 

e.g. bang, splash, dropped, buzz, whistle 

 

7. Pun – This is a word that is used that has a double meaning. 

e.g. Stick with the name you know!  [This is the slogan of a glue 

advertisement.]  So stick implies ‘stay’ and ‘paste’ 

 

8. Ambiguity – This is a word, phrase or sentence that has an unclear or confusing 

meaning.  Ambiguous words lead to humour. 

e.g. A passerby helps dog bite victim.  In this example, does the passerby help 

the dog, bite the victim or does he help the victim who was bitten by the dog? 

 

9. Irony – This is when what is stated and what was intended, differs. 

e.g.  A man looked out the window at the approaching storm and said, “what 

great weather we are having!” 

e.g.  Clear as mud / smooth as sandpaper / as pleasant as a root canal  

e.g. A teacher failed a test OR a marriage counsellor filed for divorce OR a fire 

station burned down OR a pilot afraid of heights. 
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10. Juxtaposition – putting two things or images next to each other, then they are 

juxtaposing.  The two images are usually very different. 

e.g. She roared like a lion.  He squeaked like a mouse. 

 

 

11. Hyperbole – This is a major exaggeration to create effect. 

e.g.  “There are a million ants on my foot”, but there are actually just 5. 

 

12. Euphemism – This is a nice way of saying something unpleasant or sensitive. 

e.g.  He passed away [instead of saying died] 

e.g. I am feeling flatulent today [instead of saying ‘I fart a lot’] 

OR You am perspiring badly today [instead of ‘You stink’] 

 

13. Oxymoron – This is two words of opposite meaning right next to each other. 

 e.g.  bitter sweet / open secrets / love hate relationship / gloomy peace 
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The 5 Elements of a Story 

Character 

A character is a person, or sometimes even an animal, who takes part in 
the action of a short story. Short stories use few characters. One character 
is clearly central to the story with all major events having some importance 
to this character 

Setting 

The setting of a short story is the time and place in which it happens. 
Authors often use descriptions of landscape, scenery, buildings, seasons or 
weather to provide a strong sense of setting. 

Plot 

A plot is a series of events and character actions that relate to the central 
conflict. The plot has a beginning, middle, and end. The short story usually 
has one plot so it can be read in one sitting. 

Conflict 

The conflict is a struggle between two people or things in a short story. The 
main character is usually on one side of the central conflict. On the other 
side, the main character may struggle against another important character, 
against the forces of nature, against society, or even against something 
inside himself or herself (feelings, emotions, illness). 

Theme 

The theme is the central idea or belief in a short story. It is the author's 
underlying meaning or main idea that he is trying to convey. The theme 
may be the author's thoughts about a topic or view of human nature. 
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The Elements of a Drama 

Characters 

 
Characters are the people in the play's plot. Most plays have a round, major characters and flat, minor 
characters. The main characters are more important to a work and usually have a bigger part to play. 
Miranda from Shakespeare’s Tempest is an example of a main character. We learn much about her 
characteristics throughout the play, and she plays a big role in the reconciliation of the characters 
toward the end of the play. 
  
On the other hand, minor characters are less important. An example of a minor character is Marcellus 
from the play ‘Hamlet,' whose role is only to inform about Hamlet’s father’s ghost. We do not know nor 
do we need to know anything about his character or what happens to him thereafter. He just departs 
in peace. 
 
Let's take a look at the different characters. 
 
Protagonist: The main character, usually the one who sets the action in motion. 
 
Example: Hamlet is the protagonist in the play ‘Hamlet’. 
 
Antagonist: The character that stands as rival to the protagonist is called the antagonist. He is the 
villain. 

 

Dialogue 

 
The words uttered by characters in a play forms a dialogue. The dialogue reveals the plot and 
characters of the play. What is spoken must be suitable to the situation and the role of the character. 
 
Things that are said on stage may take on greater worth or typical qualities than the same things said 
in everyday speech. Good dramatic speech involves a proper construction of words spoken in the 
appropriate context. It also involves saying what is not uninviting or what is obvious straight away. 
 
Good dialogue sheds light on the character speaking and the one spoken about, and aids in the 
furtherance of the plot. 

 

Plot 

 
The plot is events that occur in a story sequentially. Normally the introduction of the characters in the 
beginning of the play gives the audience an idea about what the plot maybe. This information will 
enlighten the audience as to why characters behave the way they do and an incident maybe expected 
to surface that will create a problem for the main characters. 
 
As the action heightens, the characters encounter the problem and find themselves in trouble. The 
conflict in a plot may vary but nevertheless it forms the basis for the plot. The conflict leads the 
characters from one incident to another unfolding the plot and increasing the suspense and excitement 
of the reader or viewer. 
 
The turning point of the plot is called the climax when the outcome of the conflict takes place. The 
climax takes several forms. It may be a revelation of information or it may be a decision or an action. 
It is the point where suspense no longer exists. 

The plot is crucial for the success of a play. 
 

Drama 
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Setting 

 
The setting and time in a play tell us where the story happened and the time it occurred. 
 
The setting is very important because what usually happens in the play is influenced by it. Visual 
components of a setting maybe limited to a painted tree, a bridge, or a hut, or it could be more 
elaborate. Shifts in time and space are often indicated by the actors through their speech and 
movements. 
In setting, the lighting plays an important role for it shows an illusion of time. Lighting also may be 
used to focus on an action or stress the importance of an event. 
Costumes and props too are involved in setting. Costumes are used to portray a character’s 
profession, status, ethnicity, age and so on. 
 
Props are items used by actors on stage to create an atmosphere of the play.  These can be simple 
writing materials, chairs and tables, flowers, thrones, blood-soaked clothes, blankets, and beds and 
so on. 
The effect created by the setting creates the mood for a theatrical spectacle. 

 

Stage directions 

 
An audience is prompted to react by the movements or positions of the actors in a play. It can build 
up tension, trigger laughter, or shift the focus of the audience to a different part of the stage. 
 
To achieve this purpose, the writer communicates to the actors, director, and the rest of the crew in 
the play by means of stage directions. 
He does this by means of short phrases, usually printed in italics and enclosed in parentheses or 
brackets. These directions describe the appearance and actions of characters as well as the sets, 
costumes, props, sound effects, and lighting effects. 
Stage directions may also include the characters’ body language, facial expressions, and even the 
tone of voice. Comments or remarks about the surroundings and when a character enters or exits are 
also made in stage directions. Thus stage directions help us understand the feelings of the 
character and the mood of the story. 
 
Example: 

HUCK. [Picks up a hard little sphere.] What's this? 

JIM. Must a been in there a long time to coat it over so. 

[JIM cuts open the sphere and hands HUCK a coin.] 

JIM. [Nodding.] He go along on the bottom. Eat the little ones. Get older and older and bigger and 
bigger. He here before people come maybe. Before this was a country. When there was nothing here 
but that big river... 

[He grabs HUCK's arm.]  

Theme 
 
The theme actually tells what the play means. Rather stating what happens in the story, the theme 
deals with the main idea within the story. Theme has been described as the soul of the drama. The 
theme can either be clearly stated through dialogue or action or can be inferred from the entire 
performance. We shall conclude plot and theme in drama should compliment each other and should 
be synchronized to give a complete output. 
 
General themes are: 
 
i. conflict--between two individuals  
ii. conflict between man and a supernatural power 
iii. conflict between the man and himself 
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Character 

A character is a person, or sometimes even an animal, who takes part in 
the action of a short story. Short stories use few characters. One character 
is clearly central to the story with all major events having some importance 
to this character 

Setting 

The setting of a short story is the time and place in which it happens. 
Authors often use descriptions of landscape, scenery, buildings, seasons or 
weather to provide a strong sense of setting. 

Plot 

A plot is a series of events and character actions that relate to the central 
conflict. The plot has a beginning, middle, and end. The short story usually 
has one plot so it can be read in one sitting. 

Conflict 

The conflict is a struggle between two people or things in a short story. The 
main character is usually on one side of the central conflict. On the other 
side, the main character may struggle against another important character, 
against the forces of nature, against society, or even against something 
inside himself or herself (feelings, emotions, illness). 

Theme 

The theme is the central idea or belief in a short story. It is the author's 
underlying meaning or main idea that he is trying to convey. The theme 
may be the author's thoughts about a topic or view of human nature. 

 

 

 

 

 

Short Stories 
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Definition of Folklore 

Folklore is a collection of fictional stories about animals and people, of cultural myths, jokes, songs, tales and 
even quotes. It is a description of culture, which has passed down verbally from generation to generation in 
any written or oral form. It is also known as folk literature or oral traditions. Folklore depicts the way main 
characters manage their everyday life events, including conflicts or crises. Simply, folk literature is about the 
individual experiences from a particular society. The study of folk tradition and knowledge is called folkloristic. 
Although some folklores depict universal truths, it is also that unfounded beliefs and superstitions are basic 
elements of folklore tradition. 

 

Types of Folklore 

Following are the major forms of folklore: 

• Folk song 
• Folk tales 
• Fairy tales 
• Tall tales 
• Ballads 
• Folk dramas 
• Proverbs, charms and riddles 
• Use of Folklore by Children 

Plot 

A plot is a series of events and character actions that relate to the central conflict. The plot has a beginning, 
middle, and end. The short story usually has one plot so it can be read in one sitting. 

Characterisation 

The characters in a folktale, even when they are animals, often represent specific character traits in people, 
such as cheerfulness, determination, vanity or selfishness. These features are often exaggerated in order to 
teach the listener/reader a particular lesson. 

Narrator 

Folklore is part of an oral tradition, which means that folktales were originally passed along by word of mouth. 
The narrator is often an elder or ancestor who wants to teach the community about their past. 

Messages and Themes 

Many folktales have a moral lesson for their listeners. These moral lessons are passed down from generation 
to generation, in order to equip the next generation with the wisdom that their ancestors have acquired.  

 

 

 

  

 

Folklore 


